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Attorney General Janet Reno 
Department of n Just ice n 
10th St. and Constitution Ave. NW 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

Dear Ms. Reno: 

How can the FBI say it is "shocked"? 
whined about David Koresh's threats < 
Branch Davidians' end as "tragic and 
decided to "escalate" the pressure. 



Only days ago, their spokesman 
f suicide. How can you call the 
horrible"? You were the one who 


How can the ATF claim the end should have been "negotiated"? They were 
tjie ones who, instead of even trying to negotiate, set the events 
moving with their abortive assault on February 28th. I had heard that, 
under Steven Higgins, the ATF has made a lot of "show-boat" assaults 
on people. I thought, when the FBI took over, things would be more 
professional. 


How can you claim your actions were a part of law enforcement? They 
were not. They were military actions. Law enforcers are taught to save 
people. Warriors are trained to assault the enemy. You declared war on 
those people. 


By branding the Davidians as cultists, fanatics, and child abusers, 
you tried to dehumanize them in our eyes. But no propaganda can erase 
seeing their home going up in flames, knowing men, women, and - 
especially - children were gone forever. 


The end should have been no surprise. After destroying their life, 
their property, and their future, you left them nothing. They left us 
a little more: the image of a a family of human beings eradicated by 
your intolerance. 


shamed of our officials. 
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April 20, 1993 


Judge William Sessions, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
J. Edgar Hoover Building 
9th and Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 2005 


Dear Judge Sessions: 


In my opinion, the FBI showed remarkable restraint and a high 
degree of competence and professionalism in handling the most 
difficult David -'Koresh matter. The "Monday Morning quarterbacks" 
who are critical have conveniently forgotten that David Koresh 
could have surrendered peacefully at any point during the 51-day 
siege, and could have saved everyone in the compound by electing to 
face the consequences of his own actions. He simply decided to die 
rather than face prison, and shamefully took women, children, and 
his other followers with him. What an ogrel 



tremendous pressure Bob Ricks and his colleagues were under in 
Waco, and would appreciate you forwarding my comments to them^They- 
performed superbly with a high degree of restraint. 



You 

me know i 


have my total support. 

lore's anything I can do to help. 


Please let 
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April 21, 1993 


William Sessions, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Ninth St. & Pennsylvania NW 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


Dear Director Sessions, 

I know that you and your agents have been under a lot of pressure since the beginning 
of the Waco incident. I just wanted to drop you a note to tell you how much I support 
you and the FBI in the very professional manner in which you've handled yourself in the 
face of that crisis. 

As we are all well aware in this business, situations like the one in Waco, Texas, are no 

win situations. You weigh the best information you have and then go forward to deal 
with the problem. As tragic as that incident ended up, it was not the fault of the ATF, 

52 FBI. or the Justice Department, 


o Yoaare doing an excellent job. Keep up the good work and good luck. 
cj f“ 
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May 25, 1993 



Your correspondence concerning the former 
standoff at the Branch Davidian compound in Waco, Texas, has 
been received. Your interest in sharing your views with us is 
appreciated. 


Our trained negotiators were, regrettably, unable 
to convince David Koresh to bring this situation to a peaceful 
resolution without further loss of life. The events of 
April,. 19th were indeed tragic for everyone involved, including 
the dedicated men and women in law enforcement who worked hard 
to preclude this tragedy. 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ 

Michael F / Knapp 
Inspector-Deputy Chief 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 

1 - Mr. Collingwood - (Room 7240) £>3- ^>5-^35 
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May t 8 1993 



for the FBI in its handling of the siege at the Mount Carmel 
Compound in Texas. You were very kind to compliment Special 
Agents in Charge Jeffrey Jamar and Bob Ricks, and I will 
certainly share your letter with them. 

The FBI relies upon the strong support of the American 
people for what it does, and I appreciate your expression of that 
support. I know Special Agents in Charge Jamar and Ricks will 
join me in thanking you. 


r 



Sincerely yours, 

r <\ o . 

* » iliiUi it 0« U. v - 

William s. Sessions 
Director 



1 - SAC, San Antonio (PERSONAL ATTENTION) - Enclosure 
SAC, Oklahoma City (PERSONAL ATTENTION) - Enclosure, 


Collingwood, Room 7240 

Letter requested by the Director, 
“(6) 


No record in Bufiles. 
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April 21, 1093 

Federal Bureau of Investigations 
Washington D.C. 20000 

Att: Mr. Wm. Sessions • . 

Dear Mr. Sessions: 0>Voq f<9 Tjv 

In considering the outcome of the 
tragedy at Waco many people are wondering about the 
possibility of alternatives. 

Would It have been possible and legal to ' 
build a security fence around the whole compound and 
declare the area a Texas Max prison? Then wait it out using 
around the clock watch guard which could alert the 
authorities to any sign of change going on Inside? 

Or would you ever consider calling in some 
experienced specialists from the ALTERNATIVES TO VIOLENCE 
program which was active during the 60 ‘s protest confront- 
ations and In New Vork orison unrest? 

There can be no plus to this situation , 
no sense to all the deaths on both sides unless something 
Is learned from It. 

I do hope we have all learned something - 
about Cults, about violence as a solution to '’possible" 
violence! OS 0^ 2>| 

I sincerely sympathize with you and your \ 

bureau during this horrendous no-win situation. 

Yours trul 1 





M^. WilMam Sessions Director 
FEDERAL B'J° r »U of INVESTIGATIONS 
Washington, D.C. 20000 • 
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MAY 1 8 1993 



Thank you for your April 21st letter of support for the 
FBI in its handling of the siege at the Mount Carmel Compound in 
Waco, Texas. 

The FBI relies upon the support of the American people 
for what it does, and I appreciate your expression of that 
support. 

Sincerely yours. 






William S. Sessions 
Director 


1 - SAC, San Antonio (PERSONAL ATTENTION) - Enclosure i////1 

1 - Mr. Collingwood, Room 7240 

_NQTE: Above response requested by the Director. No record in 
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MAILED 16 


May 24, 199* 






Your recant correspondence concerning the former 
standoff in Waco, Texas, has been received* Your interest in 
sharing your views and suggestions with us is appreciated. 




ou 

>z 


ca 



Michael F/ Knapp 
Inspector-Deputy Chief 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 


X_- SAC, San Antonio (PERSONAL 
1 - Mr. Collingwood, Room 7240 
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April 30, 1993 


Hr. William Sessions, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigations 
Washington, D.C. 20537 

Dear Hr. Sessions! 

I have observed the Congressional Hearings concceming the procedures 
followed in th^Waco, Texas situation. . I would like to offer a few 
words of support to you and the people in the Bureau. 

First, we have all heard plenty of criticisms of the manner in which 
this situation was handled. I have yet to hear anyone present an 
alternative plan, in which the outcome would have been any different. 

Second, it seems to me that the news media must bear some responsibility 
for interfering in an already very complex and dangerous situation. I 
might add, that I have already written a letter to ABC Hews regarding 
their lack of ethical conduct in this situation. 

I realize that what information that people like me receive is obtained 
from the media. We have no way of knowing if this information is valid. 

You and the dedicated people who serve with the FBI and other law enforcement 
agencies have been unmercifully criticized. I would like for you to know 
that I along with many many other average citizens support you and your 
Bureau. The average citizen of this country may be silent in this matter, 
but I really feel that there is much support in the country for what you 
and your dedicated people do each day to help protect us from criminal 
activity. 

Please realize that we support you and pray for your safety. 
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April 28,1993 


Mr. Wflbain Sessions, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
J. Edgar Hoover Building 
Washington, DC. 


Dear Mr. Sessions: 

You actions in handling the crisis in Waco seem to me to have been appropriate. 
Everyone regrets die fire and die death of the people in the compound, but the outcome was not 
the fault of the government The government agents on the scene did all they could in a virtually 
impossible situation. 


It makes me mad when 1 see the media and the Congress jump in after the feet criticizing and passing 
judgment They had no solutions to offer. They didn’t have to take responsibility. They didn’t have 
to nsk their lives at the compound. But they can’t wait to get themselves up in front of the TV 
cameras passing morale judgments. The stupid questions and comments some of those congressmen 
made at the hearing were appalling. 


I also find it offensive dial they try to make a national issue out of this one incident The government has 
other things to worry about besides die Branch Davidians. Yet die media expect everyone from die 
President on down to drop everything and listen to diem carp and complain about it 


o * 


Let’s get on with governing the country. The administration should set the national agenda not the. 
reporters and the crackpots like Koresh. 


The country continues to be proud of the FBI. Best wishes. 


usvanon snouio set me nauonai agenoa not me . t » 
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PHS Graduate Among 
Those Dead in Waco 
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Mr*. Summer* »*£ 
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hii family and 
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^*1 wilb 



Summer* 
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and t he night mare Mild be over/* 
she rid. ”1 was preying that they 
would ail come out alive/* 

On Wednesday, ihe 50-yemold 
Parkersburg woman found her $oo’» 
name among the list of foflowen the 
FBI believer perished in the blaze. 
Alongside it was the name of 
SummerT 17-year-oM wife, Alsht 
Summen Korean, an Australian 
follower he manied four years ago, 
add a one-year-old child named 
Startle Summers who Ms. Summen 
did not know existed. 

She described Summos as an 
intelligent and vivacious young man 
who partied too hart in college and 
used the cult to fill the gaps in a 
long-distance relationship with his 

family. 

Ms, Summers said her ion had 
been constantly sea r c h i n g for a 
father figure since she and his 
father. Mike, now a Las Vegas 
rcsjdeou divorced. 

Summen was the youngest of 
four chOtfren bom to the couple, a 
grandson of noted Wood County 
businessman, the late Kart Summers 
and a nephew of fermer Parkersburg 
mayor, Ihe late Pat S. Pappas. He 
was the PHS school mascot — the 
Big Red Indian — in 1983 and later 
mended his freshman year aa West 
Virginia University in Magaotown* 
where he partied aad liked to chase 
girls, Ms. Summers aid 
His initial contact with the cult 
came while he was attending Hawaii 
Pacific College in Honolulu. 

Summers’ grandmother, Boise, 
said that brush with die group 
changed her grandson*) life. 

‘After that be wasn’t drinking or- 
“ L *"l or doing drugs. He was 
right He was living a 
kl never thought it was 
•ything like this,” Mrs. Summers 
M. 

Attain* in the family. Sum* 
who was raised CathoKc, 
« fre cut* in 1983. L*er he 
Boot « Karsh’, homes in 
****** wotted as a 
* ««y of ihe Wg 

. iwortui j audios »nd 

** earnings over ib the 

Mi- Suniien aid her son loved 
chimed 'Tin moving 
to fae mainland fir Ood — 
* wore of God,” 

h good hfe. He 
^ He wasn't thtak* 


returned ® the Waco «anpo®d 
six months in Cahwmia without bis 


wifa hb tmOi Ms. Sum- 
. . . Jj * *• Mu tfked by 
trlfphoet m hn cace, «eck. Be 
elto frequenUy telcebtaed end 


"Me letwt w, m tuppy 
He »ed » mte umi «bet 
e wonderful gMffal he hti hoe 
be ® joyed Me 


R«*i« ** ttnji , topic of 


“He always warned is tafe about 

Revekka, He was to me- 

thing in the Bible (hat drilled him*” 
>4 Tkn diicovtry 


“I would say, ’Don’t you r* 
up** being away bom Aisha/ fan 
be would id me friends were 
looking ate her. Aj a mother, ym 
keep year mouth shut about a tot,” 
Ms. Summers mid. 

She des cribe d her son as to* 
loving, family-oriented mm who M 
the age of 7 datw her a smprtoc 
biahhy party and invited die priest 
One of her fimdeA memories of turn 
fa when he gave her a 3 14 -foot 
teddy bear before leaving for 
Hawaii “He wn*e me this note and 
said, ‘When you need a hug, bug the 
w U will be me/ ” 


life,’' 


mother-in-law 


‘He low me be wmted m be 
ready for Christ when He came, rod 
he often said he feared be would dk 
far his beliefs because aD of Cod’s 
followers died He told me Tm 
ready to die for what I be li eve 
in/ Mre. Summers recalled 
Thursday, 

Summen waa home twice in the 
last four yean — once m vmounoe 
his marriage to the men 14 -ycw-cM 
Aisha Oyartu* whose p a t s tt mid 
brother were aril rnomben. Three or 
four months later, Ms. Summen 
said her son telephoned to say the 
couple was expecting its fim child. 
Simmer* later told the family hia 
wife miscarried The ton dine bo 
was in Ptit enbu r g was two yean 
ago. 

Ms. Summon said her sen was a 
ho ate beas or mts 
‘never had a penny to bit 


Ml. ! 

mentioned Koresb by _ — 
although he did say the gzoq> bad a | 


“He wasn’t allowed to have 
coffee, tea, chocolate — for awhile, 
nothing with sugar,” she recalled 
1 sent him a check one dme and 
he sent it back to me.** - „ 

The family seriously be g a n to 
suspect something last year when 
Summen told his mote and 
brothers he couM not come home 
for his older brother’s wedding. 

“He said, ’Mean, I Just can’t get 
away — please don’t ask me/ ” 
Ml Summers recalled. “Be never 
told me he didn’t have permission, 
but you have a second 


“(Greg) was looking for a 

figure — someone who 

control things for bias,” she said. 

Koresb is said to have taken all 
male follower*’ wives as bis own, 
which fa why Ms. Summers believe* 
her daoghrer* in-law's name was 
listed as Aisha Summen Koresh. 
But she tm difficulty believing her 
ton had fathered a chad and nor sold 
family member* about it 
Ml Summen has provided the 
FBI with photos of her son and 
copies of hi* k*m ho m e s . 
Wednesday* foe ws asked to 
forward Ms dental records for 
idefiriftoHXNt purposes. 

She hat since discovered that 
Aisha Summers’ brother, Oliver, •* 
one of Ihe survivors. She has wrioeu 
to him in hopes of learning about 
tier son’s last hour* and his life in 
the cult Telephone caQt to Koresh’s 
facilities in California have resulted 

M> link information. 

“He used to lefi me, ’Mom, It’s 
just a Bible groups We enjoy each 
other’s company and studying Ae 
Bible together.* 1 couldn't give fc 
credibility — it was Just too far 
om/’ Ms. Summer* rid, “l don’t 
blame the FBI or the ATF. Greg has 
to take responsibility for bit own 
actions, but that doesn’t make ibis 
any easier to accept,” 

Ms. Semen expects her son’s 
remains will be returned to Parkest- 
fang for burial* bm she is not sure 
when that wiB happen* 






EDITORIALS 

* 


Blame Koresh 

Cult Leader Should Be Held Responsible 
For Deaths in Waco, Not Federal Authorities 

Even as die ashes of Ranch Ranch Apocalypse Into a killing j 
Apocalypse continued to smolder ground. ! 

today, authorities were to by > Nonsense. ATP agents indeed f 
bana^ of criticism over their haa- bungled their attempt to arrest 
dliag of the deadly affair. There were Koresh. Four agents paid with their 
calls for investigation* and threats of lives. But were authorities t> limply 
lawsuits. Ignore evidence dial Koresh — who 

As Attorney General Janet Reno was determined, somehow, to cany 
pointed out, investigations are taper- out his apocalyptic visions — was 
stive. Authorities must know exactly stockpiling enough arms to start a 
what happened at the compound run small wax? Of course not Could they 
by cult lea d er David Koresh near dismiss allegations of child abuse? 
Waco, Texas. Again, of course not Something had 

Fust, it's important to know to be done about Koresh. 
precisely why the two-month standoff Once the siege began, federal 
culminated in an inferno which killed agents handled it with as much care as 
mere titan 80 people. Questions possible. For nearly two months they 
already have been raised about why avoided violent confrontation with 
equipment and personnel to cope with Koresh, trying to talk him out of his 
a fire were not mote readily available, compound. They acted only when 
Questions also have been asked about new evidence of vicious chikJ abuse 
the FBI's tactics. surfaced They acted only when It 

Second, it's vital Americans probe became apparent the cult could not 
(he problem of why Koresh was able bold out much longer — and when, r 
to take so many people with him with every piece of evidence avail*- \ 
when he committed sukide. How did bie, they had reason to dunk Koresh * 
he gain so much power over so many intended his cult would die violently. ♦ [ 
people? What - if anything - can Deaths of mom titan J® ***» ; 
society do to prevent future Ranch women and children at Ranch Apoca- 
Apocalypses? lypse a re the fault of David Koresh 

These questions ought to be asked — not of authorities. Blaming anyone 
from a proper perspective. Incredibly, but Koresh for the terror in Texas 
some seem to blame authorities for merely makes it easier for a new 
the horror. If Alcohol, Tobacco and brain washer to convince new adher- 
Firearms agents hadn't tried to arrest ents that there's nothing wrong with a 
Koresh several weeks ago. Branch twisted cult. Blaming anyone tat 
Dmdian cultists might still be alive, Koresh, in essence, increases the 
say critics. Others say the FBI likelihood of a new Ranch Apoca- 
somehow forced Koresh to tom lypse sometime in the future. 
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Continued fro™ Pag* IA~ ^ 

cult's last chance: conic out or prepare to get forced oul .. , V" 

They kept their ward. By dawn, tanks were battering the Mow* 
Carmel compound, punching for hours at its wads again and again to 
break them open for the gas to come. - j jr 

The Davidians, meanwhile, kept to their daily routines. ' “ 

Strapped into gas masks, the women tended to launtby. Others 1 
read their Bibles in their rooms. The 17 child*n,all (aider 10 yean dd, -i 
remained on the second floor, by (heir mothen’ tides. ... - 

Still, it was hard to ignore what was happening around them. ** *^ 
Each punch from a tank violently faded the poorly constructed .j 
building. Cult members dodged falling sheet rock and doors. Nooks 4 
00 the tanks and hundreds of gas canisters hurled in from 
vehicles were filling the air with noxious fanes. 

The flying canisters were more frightening than the more viable 
tanks. At least one man was hit in the facet 

The gas began filling the air, swktiQg from mom to 


-■i 
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l*lt | . fl 

** ? 1 


floor to floor, driven by heavy gusts of vind through the windows sad j £ 

holes the tanks made. f 

The currents created deceptively |ife dr pockets. 

Thinking he was in a safe spot, OK mm slipped afT hit gas Mat 

to drink a glass of water. In seconds hit thy throat tamed, his eyes 
watered and his skin crawled. t . 

Staying where they were, scaSend throughout die bmoc hty 
made no effort to gather. But they seemed to be thinking i n concert; Kb 
govemmem's action was infuriating (hem all and only mtaptad 
their resolve, InZ 'f^ *. ‘ i 

They would never com^out ai*. ' ■ / _ , 

Then the FBI sent in its biggest weapon — a aim ww i 
vehicle larger than the others and te*W fa r • cn aooer ww 1 
cinder blocks where authorities hoped to find Korea and Schncwr 
fire tear gas directly at them. J.-' ■* 
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May 5* 1993 


Mr. William Sessions 
Director of the F B I 
J. Edger Hoover F B I Building 
10th & Pennsalvanla N.W. 

Washington, DC 20535 

Dear Mr. Sessions: 

On behalf of my husband and I, we wanted to say thanks to the F B I 
along with other Jaw enforcement agencies for all their efforts 
during the David *Kore$h standoff in'waco, Texas. We, and all our 
friends, neighbors, etc. with whom we have discussed this situation 
are in total support of the FBI and the other law enforcement 
agencies that participated there. 

As Christians ourselves, we feared that there could never be a happy, 
peaceful ending with such a crazy, wicked man with his believes and 
practices. We were, and are behind you and your agents 1002, and 
sorry to be so late in saying so. 

Thanks for your time. 



Sincerel 
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Director William Sessions 
Federal Bureau of laves t igat ions 
Washington, D.C. 20535 
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April 22, 1993 


Dear Director: 


I don't write to Mfoskington D.C. , 


for as a general rule 1 


cons ider it would be a wai s t of t ime , and postage, Aowever at this 
time I feel the need to speah out. Unfortunately my voice will not be 
heard where it will do any good, nor would I 6e considered by most in 
Washington to be any more than an annoyance at best. 


and lihe the rest of the country the topic of discussion has been 
David Koresh, and Waco, Texas, I want you, and as many possible to 
inow we support your actions. Tou handled yourself well on TV, and 
exercising more restraint than I would have. Forget not the main 
issue, a warrant was in hand which states in fact to pursue and 6riag 
6efore the court, I followed the incident closely from the beginning 
on February 28. The general feeling among those I talked to was , how 
long are they going to wait, they have a warrant and now killed 
Federal Officers. The important part is you were there and ftnew the 
circumstances and based on the 6est intelligence possible at the time 
called the play. The world is full of news media and politicians who 
want to 6e "Monday Morning Quar terbachs " , and who now after the fact 
hnow what should have 6een done. Remember the basics, the incident 
occurred, and the results thereafter were brought on by David Koresh. 
Any action or incident no matter how regretful was the result of David 
Koresh, and his denial to surrender to authority. 


Bob Richs is or isn't, he handled the news media and himself expert ly. 
He # . didn't rattle, and he hnew who he was, where he was, and what he 
* wa*s'*doi»qj • If he was your choice for spohesmaa in this incident, you 
both did well. Do not let the News Media try to beat you, or your 
organization up. They have no right to do it, and you have less right 
kio tahe it. All of your agents that I heard t 


>#.ault, but I would lihe to see you reenforce. The news media has 
^emarhed on several occasions that the A.T.F. bungled the operation 
and the F.B.I. was brought in to tahe charge. I do not thinh that i; 
fair, and it demeans the A.T.F. I thinh when at all possible you 
should emphasize that you were brought in as a mutual operation, or 
because With the death of the Federal Officers the F.B.I, has 


I write because I want you to hnow I have talhed to many people 


I also would like you to know that for what ever Investigator 


op a ss ive and I admire that . 


S The one thing that bothered me the most, and it's not your 

A T ^ J 1 £ a A a « a * m ,i oil am ^ a « n i ■ T tm A mm a a r4 2 il it • 



priority, or how ever you wish to do it so as not to let the public 
think the A.T.F. are bunglers. This is only an observation, how you 
decide u agree is of course your call . 
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Pf ease feel free ( express my feelings in this.etter to any 
and all you wish . . If possible 1 would appreciate it if you would 
express 6oth my cotigratuf at tons and regrets for their toss, to the 
A.T.F. Even if Koresh was tipped off shortly before the raid, the 
efement of surprise is stiff greatest within that time window than it 
woufd have 6een fater when he had longer to prepare. 

I personaffy, am tired of the " bad guys * getting more 
consideration than the "good guys". It is for exactly this type of 
thing that I (eft faw enforcement. "When you 6 e come more afraid of the 
alleged "good guys" than you do the "bad guys", it's time to go. 

When "news inh", and political gain, hecome more life threatening in 
the fong term for you, than an idiot with a gun, something is wrong. 

Stand tall and proud Director , you did good, after all, at an 
estimated 1.5 miffion doffars a we eh wasn't he over his credit limit. 
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DEAR SIR: 


(/)cia> 7/ 


I WITNESSED TOUR DESPICABLE GRANDSTANDING SHOW OF IGNORANCE 
REGARDING CULTS AND SECTS WHO THINK THEY ARE CHRISTIAN IN 
NATURE AND TOUR VERBAL ARROGANT ABUSE OF THE FBI, BATF AND 
ATTORNET GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES BEFORE THE HOUSE 
JUDICIAL COMMITTEE ON C-SPAN THE OTHER MORNING. 

I AM CERTAIN MANT HUNDRED OF PERSON/HOURS WENT INTO THE 
ACTION TAKEN BT THE FBI AND THE PERSON WHO ACTUALLT KILLED, 

IF NOT MURDERED THE INNOCENT CHILDREN, WAS ONE DAVID KORRASH, 
THE PATHETIC DERANGED CULT LEADER. 

I AM NOT OF TOUR LIBERAL LEFT POLITICAL PERSUASION AND 
ACTUALLT VOTED FOR GEORGE BUSH. HOWEVER, I HAVE FOLLOWED THE 
APPOINTMENT OF JANET RENO, AS ATTORNET GENERAL, RATHER 
CLOSELT ON C-SPAN AND FIND HER HONEST, DEDICATED, SINCERE AND 
A PERSON OF DEEP RELIGIOUS, EDUCATIONAL AND PRACTICAL 
THOUGHT. 

IT IS MT SINCERE ESTIMATION TOU ARE A RUDE, ARROGANT, 
SPITEFUL, GRANDSTANDING SEXIST, AND PATHETIC OPINIONATED 
BASTARD. IT IS TOU WHO SHOULD RESIGN FROM THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND NOT THE ATTORNEY GENERAL AS TOU 
MENTIONED IN TOUR COMMENTS. 

I THINK TOU OWE OUR PRESIDENT, THE FBI, THE BATF, THE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL AND THE AMERICAN onntTn a ortm lortr/wv 
BEFORE YOUR IMMEDIATE RESIGNATION. 


WITH KINDEST PERSONAL REGARDS AND 




. rnestuBni 

'■'DIRECTOR, FBI 
DIRECTOR, BATF 
ATTORNET GENERAL 


DIRECTOR 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF IHUESTIGf 
FBI HEADQUARTERS 
WASHINGTON, DC 
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Dear Director Sessions: 


I want to complement you and your 
agents for the extreme amount of 
patience and concern shown during 
'the Waco stand-off'. 

The outcome was, of course, sad, but 
enough is enough. 

I feel your decisions and actions 
were well founded and just wanted 
you to know I appreciate the Efforts 
of you and your agents:. 






C. 6. E. UNDER POST HO. 603! 

Hew HyJe Pork, New T*rk 11040 

21 April 1993 


Director Sessions and Jeff Jainar 
P.3.1. 

135 Pinelawn Dr. 

Melville, NX 11747 


Sirs i 
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Our post stands tall behind the FBI operation, "Waco Texas? 
Have a good day. 
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DEPARTMENT OF POLICE 

2 29900 CIVIC CENT** «CVO 

******, MICHIGAN 4*094 
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TELEPHONE 
( 313 ) 574-4700 



April 21, 1993 




Mr. William Sessions 

Director Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535 



Dear Sir: 


In May of 1992 I recleved a letter fromyoi^ecoqnizin^wef forts regarding 
an investigation that was conducted o n flH^HH||V was an oper- 
ation targeting major dealers of anablor^tefTOs^^S^ulte proud of my 
work during that Investigation and even more proud to show my fellow workers 
and supervisors the letter that I recleved from you. 


bt> 


As you well know. In law enforcement we are not recognized for a job well done 
very often. Although It is our job It Is nice to recleve a kind word from 
time to time. 


Last night I saw your appearance on the ABC television show NIGHTLINE, with 
Ted Koppel. I wanted to express my respect and a<fan1ration for you and your 
agents for the way you handled the WACO TEXAS situation. I believe that you 
answered the questions posed to you both honestly and professlonly. Once again 
I believe you and your agents did the best job that you could have under the 
circunstances. I believe all law enforcement officers In this country can 
hold their heads high and be proud to be associated with you and your agents. 


Respectfully 


oclated with you and your agents, i l 
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5 Jefferson County Sheriffs Department 

FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE. LOOGE /M 
(» Post Office Box 1733 
r* Birmingham, Alabama 35201 




May 5, 1993 


® VHH TJ 



William Sessions, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Ninth Street & Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, D. C» 20535 


Dear Mr. Sessions: 

The members of the Jefferson County Sheriff's Department 
Fraternal Order of Police, Lodge 64, realize the authorities at 
Waco, Texas, were faced with a very unusual and difficult 
situation. 


As law enforcement officers, we know that decisions made in 
the face of a situation such as this are very complicated and 
difficult. It is hard to know whether we have done the right 
thing. We want the agencies involved to know that we understand 
the pressure they were under and support them inthe^ work the^ 
have done. 


Sincerely 


upport tnem in tne work they 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

10TH & PENNSYLVANIA AVE. N.W. 

WASHINGTON, DC 20535 

(202) 325-3000 


Dear Hardworking Agents: 

I have been one of the millions of young adults watching, CNN. 
The most reoccurring news story I've seen is the problems in^waco, 
Texas. My eyes have been glued to the T.V. These incidents that 
are going on remind me of the same circumstances in Jamestown. 

Yesterday after school I switched on the television to see a 
moving camera focusing on a blazing fire. After a while I soon 
learned to my disbelief, about the horrible way people were losing 
their lives all due to one man's insanity. I can't believe that 
people really thought he was Jesus like he said. It is sad that 
people would allow that kind of man to harm innocent children. 
Children are the future of this country, you did all you could to 
get this man to give up peacefully so there would be no needless 
deaths . 


Later I heard the press conference. In my opinion there is no 
need for a further investigation into the actions of the FBI. 

I would like to congratulate you all on your brave, daring 
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Attorney General Janet Reno 
Department of Justice 
Washington, DC 


April 20. 1993 


Dear Ms Reno: 


Please let me preface this by saying I have not written like 
this to a government official before and 1 do not plan on making 
this a habit. But your "class" with all the questions and inter- 
views following the tragedy in^Waco has prompted this letter* 




Few of us will ever be faceawith a decision as enormous 
as you, the FBI and President Clinton faced in trying to bring to 
an end such an evil, deranged standoff. When there are attempts 
to work with, help, counsel or communicate with an "evil force", 
the outcome is so uncertain, I applaud and admire you and the 
others for taking action!!! I feel it is better to be ACTIVE 
than to have to be REACTIVE! 

I encourage you and the FBI to stand firm in your beliefs 
and statements of what you did was right at that moment in time. 

We would all like to go back to moments in our lives and change 

things we cannot. We must go forward. All the hearings, 

investigations, questions, second guessings, and stupid questions 
by the media will not ever ohange the fact that an "evil force" 
within an evil leader was behind what happened at Waco* 

I am grieved at the loss of the children’s lives and have no 
words of wisdom for you or an understanding of WHY they had to die. 
But I want you to know that. I feel as (I am sure) so many people 
do— —their deaths are not your’s, the FBI’s or President Clinton's 
responsibility— -they are the evil leader’s fault and choice— 
ALONE! ! 

Yo\i (and the others involved) will be in my thoughts and 
prayersj in the coming days as you answer questions and face 
^second guessings. Please stand firm in your belief in what has 
<£been done— that will say volumes. 


ank you for your time and attention to this let 



i and attention to this letter^ 

ISM- I0M3C&' 



Clinton 
Senatpr Robert Dole 
FBI Director Sessions 
FBI Agent Ricks 
FBI Agent Jamar 


t FBI Agent Jeff Jamar. 
• . FBI Building . 
^Washington, DC 20310 
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April 29, 1 993 


The Honorable Janet. Reno 
Attorney General of the United States 
apartment of Justice 
Tenth & Constitution Avenue W.W. 

Room 4400 

Washington, D.C. 20S30 
Dear Ms. Renoi 



Mr. William S. Sessions 
Director, FBI 
FBI Headquarters 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


In light of the last few days' events, we felt compelled to write, to lend our 
support to you and to voice our disappointment for the manner in which our 
government is handling the Branch Davidian Cult aftermath. 


We are not law enforcement specialists, ^ut even we have been able to determine 
the need for strong intervention in the^Waco, Texas situation. Our hearts go out 
to the innocent children lost in this disaster; however, the adults Involved in 
this cult were dangerous, unpredictable and unyielding, leaving few options for 
law enforcement officials. We believe they were given more than adequate time to 
make a decision and act honorably. 

Although the situation is a sad and unfortunate one, we believe the government 
officials served in the best manner possible under the circumstances . We are 
appalled at Representative John Conyers' Judiciary Committee comments . Our 
country needs to get on with business and stop the constant recrimination and 
blame syndrome we seem to be caught up in. The Waco mess was caused by David 
Koresh and his adult followers - and only them. 


Don't give up - there are a lot of us out here rooting for you. 



Copies to t 

President Bill Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20530 


William S. Sessions y 
Director, FBI y 

FBI Headquarters 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


Senator Barbara Boxer 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 


Senator Diane Feinstein 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Senate Judiciary Cosaittee 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
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29, my 
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Jlrector of the WI 


President Bill Ptntcn* 
Attorney General Janet Reno* 
FBI Spokoanan Bob Ricks < 



Bear FMsodet 

Sons of ry friends and Z at tin apertaant ooe pla a c where Z lift 
have been eery ocnoerned with the outrageous critic loo of the 
actions taken by yon* authorised bgr you* or ap p rove d by yon at 
thoBmoh Dividian ca^oud la Vaeo* teas* on Jprll 15* 1991* 

Ve fled the criticism were wjustl Vs feel "enough la enough* 
and after giving then $0 days to eons out peacefully sod they 
refused* it was tine to take further action on your part* Ve 
want you dll three to teas that we heartily ap p rove of what yea 
did* and that you should feel no Mans for what ha p r e n ed after* 
word; aad that they (David Koreah and his mlagnldwd followers) 
wars entirely to Mans for what followed* 

Ve think you are doing a great Job with things In general* 
President Clinton* Attorney General Janet Rano* Mr* Bob Riots 
ad the FBI* Please don’t feel discouraged* but please just 
hasp 19 the good work you are doing* 


Succeed Is a copy of an article fran the editorial page of our 
local newspaper. The Abilene Rapcrter-Bews* dated a few days ago 
that pretty well sins up our faallags* Actually* there were s 
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May 3 1993 


Dear Mr. Sessions; "iaJkjd IK 

I have jusb finished reading the Ft. Worth Star Telegram and 
more specifically # an article with reference to /"your stepping 
down#" and to this I say rt BULLr As a retired 73 year old retired 
businessman- 1 have had to deal with, the likes of some of your 
"interrogators" and found them to be on EGO TRIPS-ALL MOUTH AND 
NO SUBSTANCE (like Pat Scroeder) or even worse #"the typical# 
ill prepared# almost ignorant-black congressman that jumped at Janet 
Reno. Their publicity driven motives are # to say the least # scandalous 
and outrageous. "Stick to your guns”and let people like myself tell 
these people that would like to see you "retire"# to tell them to, 

** GO TO HELlT 

I have friends that admirably served the government and they 
are most honorable and have served our country well and with distinction# 
as you are doing and we hope # will continue to do. 

I have, like so many others# followed the Koresh Fiasco# with 
great interest and even took time to write to our local paper about 
this problem, (copy enclosed). A large portion of the Koresh thing 
was a hey-day for some of the media. This came as a sort of portfolio 
for the guys I mentioned in my letter to the paper. I truly believe 
that Koresh felt (erroneously) that millions of people, were in his 
corner, and that the whole world was against the BATF and the FBI. 

Between the’ SICKOS* in the media, and the equally *SICK (few) congress 
and senate folks# we have a difficult time keeping a straight and 
honorable course. Why not ask those dissidents if , Barney Frank# 
would be their choice to head the FBI? or probably # if youvere 
Black-you would have been receiving accolades instead of criticism. 

If there is any consolation # in receiy}ng this letter of support 
i will find my time very well spent. 


Our prayers and full support are 

i 

staff. Majr God be with you. 

.]' (s2'N-p- /O rDd-OS 

1 Since 


re with you and your marvelous 
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DIRECTOR SESSIONS 
JEH FBI BLDG. ROOM 7176 
9TH & PENNSYLVANIA AVE. N.W. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

Dear Director Sessions: 

As one who lives just outside the now infamous city of Waco, 
Texas I have watched, from the beginning, the events at the 
Branch Davidian complex unfold. From the first broadcast of 
the tragedy of the BATF agents on the 28th of February to the 
shocking end on April 19th, and beyond, I have followed most 
news reports and press briefings. 

This letter is to express my full and complete support for 
all of the law enforcement agencies involved in this ordeal. 
I am glad that I will never have to make the kinds of 
decisions you had to make during those 51 days. I am also 
glad there is someone who has the courage to make the hard 
decisions. Vernon Howell (a.k.a. David Koresh) was a deranged 
individual, made more deranged by the followers he 
victimized. Those children died because of the choices their 
parents made. Everyone I’ve spoken with here agrees with the 
actions the federal government took on April 19th. As an 
op-ed piece in the Waco Tribune-Herald of Thurday, April 22nd 
states "The national news media came in for the final play, 
oblivious to all that had gone on before. So did the ATF and 
FBI. Neither knew the game was already over - that all that 
was left was the final play. ...Now the media are deeply 
involved in analyzing the final play called by the FBI, as if 
it really affected the final outcome.” 
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Thanks for being there. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Office of the Director, Director William Sessions 
Ninth Street and Pennsylvania Ave. NW 
Washington D.C. 20537-9700 



Dear Director Sessions! 


I am a seventh grade student from St. Paul Lutheran School 
writing to say that I appreciated your concern for the 
well-being of the cult members, I- think you tried your 
hardest to end the cult standoff in a peaceful way. 

I think that you were right to send the gas into the 
compound. They had plenty of time to just walk out and give 
up. No one wanted this to end this way. 

I appreciate the F.B.I.'s hard work for risking their lives 
for our safety, keep up the good work. 
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William sessions 
Director of the F.B.X. 

9th and Pennsylvania Ave, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20535 4/30/93 

Dear Director sessions, 

I am a student from St. Thomas High School in Houston, 
Texas and I would like to thank you for spending time In ypur 
busy schedule to visit with Congressman Archer's Intern Group on 
March 22. 1 am terribly sorry I could not write you earlier, 

but I have been very busy catching up on school work and 
extracurrlculars. I am glad that 1 had a chance to meet you and 
have our picture taken with you. 

It was not until our group was able to meet you, and I saw 
you at the podium in the same place where I see you hold press 
conferences on t. v* that I realized I was actually in Washing- 
ton, D.C. Seeing you up there and talking to us actually struck 
a chord in me, although it was our third day In Washington. 
Speaking with you and touring the FBI building impressed me so 
much I have been thinking of trying to become an agent several 
years from now after I complete High school and study law as well 
as other things in college. 


®oJctcD Tx 


I am sorry about the tragic incedent in Vaco. I know you 
went Baylor University, thus it must have felt awkward for you. 
But I believe there is always hope left in preventing these sort, 
of things. And besides to me those innocent children and others 
are better off in the hands of God than in the hands of some 
crazed person for the rest of their lives. I support the 
actions of the FBI and others involved because I believe they 
must ave done everything possible to try and solve the problem. 

Once again Thank You and I hope to see you again someday. 
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I was delighted to have the opportunity to meet with 
you and the other interns from Congressman Archer's district on 
March 22nd, and I was particularly pleased to receive your letter 
relating your experience of our meeting. I am glad to know that 
you are considering the FBI for a future career, and I am 
enclosing some material I thought you might find of interest. 


8 


I also want to thank you for your support for the 
FBI in its handling of the siege at the Mount Carmel Compound 
in* Vaco, Texas. The FBI relies upon the support of the 
American people to accomplish its mission, and I appreciate 
your expression of support. 

. I wish you the very best in pursuing and attaining your 
future goals. 
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Sincerely yours, 

William S. Sessions 
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ril 20, 1993 


Director of F.B.I. 

Tenth and Pennsylvania Avenue N.W* 

Washington D.C. 20535 

- * 

#■ 

Dear Director of F.B.I. , 

I am writing this letter in response to the tragedy that 
has recently occurred at the Mount Carmel compound iirwaco, 

Texas. First and foremost I would like to commend you on your 
decision to finally take action other them negotiations to 
bring the standoff to an end. It seemed to be clear from the 
first week that Mr. Koresh had no intention of surrendering 
peacefully. In my opinion based on this information a date 
should have been provided to Mr. Koresh in which he either 
surrendered, or force would be used to remove the people inside 
from the compound. 

Although I'm sorry for the families and the children that 
were forced to be victims of this situation; I 'm appalled 
at the money wasted to bring it to an end. Based on the low 
estimates of cost per day to stage this standoff, ten million 
dollars or greater were spent to protect the lives of 
approximately ninety people. This amount of money could have 
saved several thousand people who are innocent victims everyday 
in society. It could have been used to improve the educational 
system in the inner city to allow thp^ ch^dr^n^he^opDortu mtVii 
to receive a worthy education and attow ^nem Afeoe Better p^^aced 
to serve their community. Another option could have been to 
provide medical care and vaccines to the people unable to afford 
it, who as a result die of disease commonly treated successfully 






_ _ . . . . ■■ Cj — nH.„H> - .^i-r-r.Mr i.TniW 

t • " • 

L 

i 

in today's medical system. One last option to think about would 
be to feed and provide vocational training to the homeless so 
that they can get jobs and contribute more to society. 

I hope that in the future if a similar situation must be 
faced that the cost is further considered, and what the money/time 
might better be spent on if a resolution does not look probable. 

In the attempt to save the lives of approximately ninety people, 
it may have cost the lives of several thousand more. 
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Nay 24, 1993 



Your recent correspondence concerning the former 

§ 

standoff in Waco, Texas, has been received. Your interest in 
sharing your views and suggestions with us is appreciated. 





Sincerely yours, 

/y 

Michael Vi Knapp 
Inspector-Deputy Chief 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 


1- SAC, San Antonio (PERSONAL ATTENTION) - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Collingwood, Room 7240 
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Subj: Cause at Waco Fire? 


Tci FBI Waco Investigators 

a 

Could David Koresh (or an agent) have deliberately 
placed a burning lamp where it was likely to be knocked 
over? That way he could get his desired martyrdom* even 
while evading direct responsibility -for it. 


(Even it this hypothesis sounds true, you should bt 
care-ful about presenting it to a skeptical public. 

Ci rcumstant i al evidence, eg^traces at tlame accelerants, 
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May 24,* 1993 



Your recent correspondence concerning the former 
standoff in ^»aco, Texas, has been received. Your interest in 


sharing your thoughts with us is appreciated. 
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Sincerely yours. 


Michael F. Knapp 
Inspector-Deputy chief 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 
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SAC, San Antonio - Enclosure 
Mr. Collingwood, Room 7240 
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April 21, 1993 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 

Washington DC — ^ 

- 4 A. ^ 

In explaining the response of your agents In the Waco affair 
through several media sources you have stated that your advisors 
gave you the universal opinion that the cult leader In all 
likelihood would not he considering a suicide act. 

I am certain you need to seek out new and better advisors. 

Having served on a suicide hot line the senarlo would lead me 
and many other experienced advisors to an opposite opinion. 

I would have predicted the exact outcome. Unfortunately, your 
outstanding organization and your superiors are made to look 
Incompetent. 
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Your recent correspondence concerning the former 
standoff irr^Waco, Texas, has been received. Your interest in 

4 

sharing your views and suggestions with us is appreciated. 

Sincerely yours. 


/V 
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Michael F. Knapp 
Inspector-Deputy Chief 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 
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SAC, San Antonio (PERSONAL ATTENTION) - Enclosure 
Mr. Collingwood, Room 7240 
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TOs__ 

President Clinton; Justice Dept. Ms. Reno; F.B.I. Mr. 
Sessions; Sen. Spector; and Congr. Ms. Schroeder 


Mr. President: 

fi\ Please let the three departments that were pre- 
sent in^waco, Texas pursue their work, without interference 
by Congressional hearings and investigations. The wasting of 
time and taxpayers money could be better spent. Let us not 
have another Iran/Contra Walsh investigation that has cost 
$38 million dollars to date. For what? 


The blaming of the F.B.I. and /or Ms Reno is idiotic. 
Blame the psycopath Koresh for Waco. Maybe an executive 
order would be sufficient to shut down any further waste 
by Congress. 


Let us get bacck to the fiscal problems of our country. 
If you want an idealic four years and total respect by the 
people of our country, I would suggest that you start with:- 

1. Cut 25% across the board for all of Washington personel 
and departments. 

2. Eliminate all foreign aid. Lets spend that money home. 


3. Freeze all government borrowing for at least two years. 

4. Stop all grants except for health research. 

5. Make welfare — workfare. Even unemployment insurance 
should be tied to some performance. Your job program 
could be similar to the old W.P.A.. I got $3.00 per 
day for pick and shovel work to earn that money. It 

was not mailed to me.. I had to leave three years ojE . * . 

-“- 1 cone9 *- 

6. Lastly, do not commit U.S. forces except on a partnership 
with U.N. and NATO . Be different LISTEN to the people. 
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Your recant correspondence concerning the former 

/P 

standoff in Waco, Texas, has been received* Your interest in 
sharing your views and suggestions with us is appreciated. 
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Sincerely yours, 

Michael F. Knapp 
Inspector-Deputy chief 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 
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May 24, 1993 



Your recent communication about the unfortunate ending 
to the standoff with the Branch Davidians in Waco, Texas, has 
been referred to me for reply. We appreciate your interest in 
sharing your views and observations with us. 


The FBI became involved in the situation in Waco 
following the killing of 4 Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms Agents, a violation of Federal law that falls within our 
investigative responsibility. Our trained negotiators worked 
very hard and made every effort to bring this standoff to a 
peaceful resolution without any further loss of lives. The 
events of April 19th were tragic for everyone involved — those who 
lost their lives, their families and friends, and the dedicated 
law enforcement officers who spent a considerable amount of time 
away from their families in unselfish service to our country. 

Thank you for writing. * t 
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Sincerely yours. 


Michael F. Knapp 
Inspector-Deputy Chief 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 


SAC, San Antonio (PERSONAL ATTENTION) - Enclosure 
Mr* Collingwood, Room 7240 
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deeply concerned about the actions taken against the people 

f 

in ~ WaCo , Tex as » Upon a normal discussion held in class about 
global affairs this subject became very controversial. I 
suppose one highly debated reason prompted this heated 
discussion. Students wondered why they were bothered in the 
first place , and what had they done in order for them to 
recieve so much attention from the media and the press? 


Upon reading an article in the L.A. Times these 
people were classified as a cult. Why? How do you go about 
putting down the line that distinguishes between a cult and 
a religious group. I understand that this type of open ended 
question isn't always easy to answer because of the many 
different aspects and actions that one could make to be 
classified in either catagory. Therefore any answer would 
make me most grateful. 



Thank you for taking the time and consideration 
to read my letter* Your responses will be greatly appreciated , 
looking forward to hearing from you sop/v! 
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bit- . 

I have received your recent letter concerning the 
situation involving the Branch Davidians in 7 Waco, Texas, and I 
appreciate the opportunity to address your questions and 
concerns. 


Although the Branch Davidians have been classified by 
the media as a cult, the Federal Government's interest in David 
Koresh and his followers was not based on his religious teachings 
but on information which came to the attention of the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, Department of the Treasury, that 
Hr. Koresh and his followers had violated Federal firearms 
statutes. 


The FBI, which is an investigative arm of the 
Department of Justice, initiated an investigation following the 
killings of four Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms Agents, 
and the wounding of numerous other Federal Agents. Killing or 
assaulting a Federal Officer falls within our investigative 
responsibility. Our trained negotiators worked very hard and 
made every effort to bring this standoff to a peaceful resolution 
without any further loss of lives. The events of April 19th were 
tragic for everyone involved — those who lost their lives, their 
families and friends, and the dedicated law enforcement officers 
who spent a considerable amount of time away from their families 
in unselfish service to our country. 


o I hope I have addressed your questions and concerns to 

your satisfaction. 

Sincerely yours. 
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Inspector-Deputy Chief 
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STATE OF MARYLAND 
WILLIAM DONALD SCHAEFER, Governor 


GOVERNOR'S EXECUTE ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MARSHALL M. MEYER, Chatman 


PLEASE REPLY TO: 301 West Preaton Street * Baltimore, MO 21201 ( ] 


STATE: Phone (410) 2254800 f ] • FAX (410) 33S-60S9 ( J 

HOME: Phone (410)323-4400 1 J * FAX (410) 433-4972 ( 1 • Phone/FAX 410) 524-3019 [ ] 


JUDGE WILLIAM SESSIONS 
DIRECTOR 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIONS 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

DEAR JUDGE SESSIONS: /,){, 


THE DISTORTED MINUTE BY MINUTE PRESS/MEDIA FLASH REPORTS ARE 
SERIOUSLY AND ADVERSELY AFFECTING THE IMAGE AND REPUTATION OF THE 
FBI AND THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. THE CREDIBILITY OF THESE AGENCIES 
ARE NOW QUESTIONABLE SINCE NO TWO MEDIA SOURCES ARE PROVIDING 
CONSISTENT INFORMATION. YOU ARE ALREADY AWARE OF THIS SITUATION. 

WHY NOT IMMEDIATELY INITIATE A SET-UP WITH A PRESS SPOKESMAN - 
NEWS CONFERENCES - WRITTEN RELEASES - SIMILAR TO THE PROCEDURE 
USED BY THE MILITARY IN DESERT STORM. 

I STRONGLY SUGGEST SOME ACTION BE TAKEN, BEFORE ALL CREDIBILITY 
IS LOST. 


APRIL 22, 1993 


TIME SENSITIVE 
URGENT 
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, STATE OF MARYLAND 


WILLIAM DONALD SCHAEFER 
GOVERNOR 


MARSHALL M. MEYER 
CHAIRMAN 


FACTS ABOUT THE COUNCIL 


THE GOVERNOR’S EXECUTIVE ADVISORY COUNCIL IS A DIVERSIFIED PROJECT- 
ORIENTED GROUP OF MEN AND WOMEN, ACTIVE AND RETIRED, DEDICATED TO 
SERVING THEIR STATB AND NATION. 

FORMED IN FEBRUARY, 1988 UNDER EXECUTIVE ORDER, TO SERVE GOVERNOR 
WILLIAM DONALD SCHAEFER, HIS STAFF AND DEPARTMENT HEADS AND 
THROUGH THEM THE CITIZENS OF MARYLAND, THE COUNCIL HAS GROWN INTO 
A GROUP OF OVER 250 SENIOR BUSINESS EXECUTIVES, EDUCATORS, 
ENGINEERS, SCIENTISTS, DOCTORS, LAWYERS, SPECIALISTS IN MANY 
DISCIPLINES, FEDERAL, STATB AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
PROFESSIONALS AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE OFFICIALS AND CONCERNED 
CITIZENS. EACH IS AN UNPAID VOLUNTEER GIVING THEIR TIME AND 
PERSONAL RESOURCES. 

MANY PROJECTS ARB ONGOING AND ONCE A STUDY OR RESEARCH EFFORT 
HAS BEEN COMPLETED A REPORT IS RENDERED TO THE GOVERNOR AND 
APPROPRIATE STATE, FEDERAL, AND LOCAL OFFICIALS. THE GROUP THEN 
MOVES ON TO OTHER ACTIVITIES. SOME CURRENTLY INCLUDB: 

o SELECT PANELS EXAMINING DANGEROUS SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND ITS 
MANY RAMIFICATIONS AFFECTING OUR CITIZENS. SPECIAL EMPHASIS 
IS GIVEN TO EDUCATION, ADOLESCENT ALCOHOLISM, DRUGS IN THE 
WORK PLACE, AND MEDICAL AND PUBLIC AWARENESS. 

o AN IN DEPTH STUDY ON "VIOLENCE IN AMERICA" AND HOW IT 
AFFECTS MARYLANDERS. AN EXAMINATION SEEKING ANSWERS TO A 
MOST SERIOUS PROBLEM FOR OUR NATION. 

' O A HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL INVOLVEMENT IN THE CORRECTIONAL 

J SYSTEM’S "BOOT CAMP" PROGRAM. ONE OF THE NATION’S BEST. 

o THE COUNCIL "LEGISLATIVE ADVISORY" SUB-PANEL REVIEWS 
LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVES OF GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND 
COORDINATES WITH OUTSIDE PUBLIC SAFETY AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
GROUPS. ASSURES THAT THE NEEDS OF MARYLAND CITIZENS ARE 
BEING ADDRESSED. ALL COUNCIL MEMBERS ARE REQUIRED TO 
SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT OF NEW AND EFFECTIVE LEGISLATION. 
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o A SELECT . ANEL IS CURRENTLY EXAMINING, 1DER THE GOVERNOR’S 
DIRECTION, "INSURANCE FRAUD" IN COORDINATION WITH THE 
STATE INSURANCE COMMISSIONER. THIS IS A SERIOUS GROWING AREA 
OF PUBLIC CONCERN. THE STUDY PANEL IS SEEKING THE BEST 
LEGISLATIVE APPROACH TO REDUCE THIS COSTLY PROBLEM. A 
FRAUD BUREAU HAS BEEN FORMED BY GOVERNOR SCHAEFER BASED 
ON COUNCIL RECOMMENDATIONS. 

o THE GOVERNOR, DEEPLY CONCERNED WITH THE SAFETY OF MARYLAND 
CITIZENS, HAS ISSUED AN EXECUTIVE ORDER FORMING A HIGH- 
LEVEL CAR-JACKING "COMMISSION" DEDICATED TO THE EXAMINATION 
OF "VEHICLE THEFT" AND RELATED CRIME AND CRIMINAL ASSAULTS 
AGAINST PERSONS VISITING PUBLIC ACCESS AREAS WHERE PEOPLE 
ARE VULNERABLE TO ASSAULT. 

O THE COUNCIL HAS PUBLISHED A WIDELY ACCLAIMED BOOKLET, "WHAT 
IF", IDENTIFYING THE DANGERS OF LEGALIZATION OR 
DECRIMINALIZATION OF DRUGS AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF WHAT 
COULD HAPPEN IF THIS IDEA WAS ADOPTED. THIS BOOKLET IS IN 
ITS SECOND PRINTING AND IS A REFERENCE IN THE DEPARTMENT OF 
JUSTICE LIBRARY. 

o AN IMPORTANT REFERENCE ON THE "IMPACT OF CRIME ON BUSINESS 
IN MARYLAND" HAS BEEN DEVELOPED. WHAT THE SMALL TO MEDIUM 
BUSINESS OWNER SHOULD DO TO AVOID INTERNAL THEFT IS NOW IN 
PUBLICATION. 

o " IN BRIEF ," THE COUNCILS’ SPONSORED NEWSLETTER OF SPECIAL 
ISSUES IS REACHING THOUSANDS OF POLICY MAKERS IN GOVERNMENT, 
PUBLIC SAFETY, CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND MAJOR BUSINESS LEADERS 
IDENTIFYING AREAS OF NATIONAL AND LOCAL CONCERN. 

O THE COUNCIL HAS MANY NON-PUBLIC SAFETY ACTIVITIES. JUST ONE 
INCLUDES A GROUP OF KNOWLEDGEABLE BUSINESS EXECUTIVES WHO 
ACT IN AN ADVISORY CAPACITY TO THE SECRETARY "DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION." OTHER DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES ARE 
SUPPORTED BY INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP ASSIGNMENTS. 


GOVERNOR WILLIAM DONALD SCHAEFER HAS STATED HIS CONCERNS THAT 
"EVERY CRIMINAL ACT IS AN EVENT IN HISTORY THAT AFFECTS ALL OF OUR 
RESIDENTS, INCREASES COST FOR GOVERNMENT, DIMINISHES EDUCATIONAL 
STANDARDS AND AFFECTS THE WELL-BEING OF EVERYONE IN OUR STATE AND 
NATION. . 

THE CITIZENS OF MARYLAND ARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN COUNCIL 
ACTIVITIES BY PROVIDING IDEAS, SUGGESTIONS AND SUPPORT. 

THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY IS ENCOURAGED TO EXAMINE THEIR SAFETY AND 
SECURITY CONCERNS AND TO CALL ON THE COUNCIL FOR ASSISTANCE TO 
ASSURE THAT EVERY MARYLANDER ENJOYS THE FREEDOM FROM FEAR TO 
WHICH THEY ARE ENTITLED. 
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Hay 24, 1993 


Mr. 
cha 

Governor's Executive Advisory Council 
State of Maryland 
301 West Preston Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21201 



Dear Mr. Meyer: 

Director Sessions asked me to respond to your 
April 22nd communication and to thank you for your concern and 
suggestions about the media coverage of the standoff with the 
Branch Davidians in 1 Waco, Texas. 


The FBI made every effort to provide accurate infor- 
mation throughout the standoff and served as the lead agency in 
the dissemination of facts to the public. He did hold regular 
press briefings; however, this incident was one of the most 
media- intensive events ever, with 24-hour coverage, and the 
various outlets used information and tapes from the briefings in 
different ways. I know that since the tragic ending there has 
been much speculation and "Monday morning quarterbacking," which 
seems to come with every event that has been constantly in the 
public eye. Freedom of the press permits these "quarterbacks" 
to speculate and disclose information from alleged "credible 
sources;" however, as we and others examine our actions in the 
days and months to come, I believe we will see that, given all 
the circumstances, the FBI's actions were reasonable and 
responsible. 
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m 
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Once again I want to thank you for your concern and 
interest in writing and sharing your thoughts and suggestions 



with us. 
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April 29, 1993 


\e C 


U.S. Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, DC 20530 
Attention: Director 

Dear Sir: 

X am writing to ma*. aom. - concerning the resolu- 

tion of situations like the ' Wgco ' "Rancho Apocalypse • inferno and 
surveillance of other religious cult activities. 

First, I question the Constitutionality of sequestering 
children under age 10 in cult s> whose ’bylaws" are deemed bizarre 
or extremely inconsistent with the sociological environment of 
average Americans. ( X realize that some of this concept is not 
within your purview. ) 

Second, child welfare authorities and local law enforcement 
agencies in areas where religious cults reside should conduct at 
least annual, routine investigations of these cults to determine 
if all state and federal laws are being complied with relative to 
the possession of life threatening materials. (An OSHA-style 
walk-through) . Further, these cults should be prohibitedfrom 
maintaining arsenals, and &4&!^of their firearms should easily 
convertible to weapons declared statutorily illegal. The care of 
all children under age 10 should be closely scrutinized using a 
wide range of criteria: sanitation, healthful diet, and overall 
welfare of the children under the economic circumstances of the 
cult being reviewed. Also, there should be doubt that these 
children desire to live as they are living. Special intelligence 
techniques should be employed to substantiate all claims of these 
cults. All requests from children in these cults should receive 
special attention under a standing court order. 

But my main purpose for writing is to recommend a procedure 
that could save many lives in barricaded s ituat ions ^ especially in 
rural settings like Waco, Jonestown, Idaho, and other such cases. 

You could name my idea The Chopper-Tank Operation. 

I recommend that quick action be of the essence for all such 
attacks on cult encampments. Never allow more than a week to pass 
before the matter is resolved lest the media bqpome part; of the 
problem. £3 ^/r4P'//>$&S£>S 

In Waco, I believe that once two or three tianks had arrived 
on the scene along with as many helicopters, a device consisting 
of three heavy-duty (high tensile strength) grappling hooks with 
2 5- lb ^ compact weights attached to 3,500* wire cables r)' pjf 
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strategically dropped, or launched by harpoon g u n like guns, from 
helicopters and later towed by tanks to remove the rooves from, 
say three, buildings simultaneously. Once these rooves had been 
removed--with possible complete collapses of some of these 
structures— —capturing the personnel inside would have be^n easy. 

The injury to personnel both inside and outside the buildings 
would have been minimal. 

I realise that hindsight is always 20/20. But there appears 
to be a pattern of failing to take immediate action 
such cases reported by the media. 

I believe that the ATF and the FBI have the initial, advantage 
in such encounters because the perpetrators don’t have any idea 
of how these agents willKtect. Once the perpetrators are given 
time to strategize; “the ball game" takes on different rules. 

My general "rule of thumb" in all barricaded/hostage cases, 
except perhaps airborne cases, is to USE IMMEDIATE FORCE before 
the perpetrators can establish a defense. (Do you think the cur- 
rent techniques would have worked during the Capone era ?) 

I would appreciate knowing your views of my views, and I am 
looking forward to your response. 
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May 24, 1993 



Your recent correspondence concerning the former 
standoff in Waco, Texas, has been received. Your interest in 


sharing your views and suggestions with us is appreciated. I 
will see that they are passed along to our Hostage Rescue Team. 


Sincerely yours, . 

b C* 

6 - 76 - 

Michael F. Knapp 

— Inspector-Deputy chief 

Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 
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May 25, 1993 



Director Sessions asked me to respond to your recent 
letter to him and extend his sincere thanks for your support 
of his handling of the questions posed to him on the April 20th 
ABC television special concerning the siege at the Mount Carmel 
Compound in Waco , Texas. 

The FBI relies on the support of the American people 
for what it does, and we appreciate your expression of that 
support . 


; * 


Sincerely yours, ^ 

Up 

Michael F. 

Inspector -Deputy Chief 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 
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20 April 1993 


Director, FBI 

Federal Bureau of Invest! gatioo 
9th and Pennsylvania Aveue NW 
Washington, DC 20535 

Dear Mr. Director: 

/ * JJL 

I have been appalled by the press conferences on the Waco apocalypse. The press have appeared to be 
stupid uncouth pariahs while generally the FBI personnel have appeared to be polite and patient. I was 
particularly dismayed by two reporters, both of some stature (until then), who persisted in trying to talk 
at the same time at the Presidents news conference on the Waco deaths showing a lack of respect for 
each other, for the president and for the viewers. 

The purpose of this letter is to give you an interpretation of this phenomena often putting law 
enforcement personnel in a no-win situation with the press. Perhaps my analysis may be of some value 
to members of the FBI, particularly spokespersons, because similar future encounters with the press will 
be almost unavoidable. 


Let me also say that although 1 try to exclude them, some of my biases may slip in. I have taught courses 
on violence and terrorism at the University of Kansas with a local police chief and I have known several 
FBI agents and other police personnel over the years, none as close friends but well enough to be 
impressed by their quality and openness to ideas. 

Two classes of events continuously impinge upon our lives. The first class are those familiar to 
everyone. They are the ones that occurs around us. They are local events . In Waco, Texas the local 
events were such things as negotiations with Koresh and the refusal of cult members to leave the 
compound. Then there are those things that are part of larger dynamics on our planet. These are macro 
events . Examples of such macro events would be the rRA developing relationships with Libya or Iran 
sponsoring training camps for diverse sets of terrorists. 


And herein lies the trouble with the press. The press has been TRAINED to report on local events 
and when there are no easily reported ones they may even essentially manufacture them by 
demanding answers to highly specific and often irrelevant questions. Part of this orientation comes 
from die fact that reporters are trained to think at a grade school level (literally) so that viewers or 
readers will not find what they say to be confusing, This is why so many reporters so often ask for 
specific pieces of information because specific pieces of information are understandable by the generally 
poorly educated audience to which they are communicating. Requesting specific pieces of information is 
an effort to make their jobs easier, not necessarily to get closer to the truth . - _ - - * /A A'" 

But while the press can focus completely on local events (they only write one story at a time), the FBI 
MUST BE concerned with a broader perspective. The FBI must be, for example, concerned about 
additional terrorist attacks by terrorists as well as additional hostage situations that can arise. The FBI 
does not have the luxury, as do members of the press, of being exclusively focused on one situation at a 
time. Its domain is the entire nation and the factors that could create trends or change conditions in part 
of the nation. For example, since there is a lot of sympathy of American blacks with South African 
blacks, a major escalation of violence in South Africa could spark contagious acts in the United States. 

Such a possible diffusion of violence must be monitored. 
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There are, of course, responsible members of the media but the reporter often has to work for a special 
organization like The Wall Street Journal or the MacNeilfLehrer Report who appeal to sophisticated 
readers or viewers to have a career based on responsible reporting. 

Thus, in a sense the FBI and the press are talking past each other, the press essentially wanting to report 
a story that will help their career by appealing to a generally unsophisticated audience while the FBI must 
maintain a sophisticated concern with macro evenls and conditions that could affect the entire nation. 

My suggestion is that FBI spokespersons place issues in a broader context, a macro context f as often as 
feasible. Not only is this a more appropriate context for responding to questions, since a responsible 
person making decisions in a particular setting must consider both factors within that situation and 
those from outside that could impinge upon it, but it would frustrate reporters who want to distort 
situations (by focusing exclusively on local events). If there were fewer distortions produced by 
obsessively narrow foci, then FBI spokespersons could explain total strategies (when security would not 
be compromised) and possibly reduce unjustified criticisms (of which there were many following the 
Waco fire). Obviously, the press will strenuously object. They will call it stonewalling. They will call 
it a cover up. But if these charges can be avoided, you may be able to avoid the distortions that reporters 
more interested in a story than the truth create. This is similar to the advice 1 received before 1 went on 
some talk shows. I was told that if rude questions were asked, for example, t should smile pleasantly and 
say nothing. Since dead time during a television interview is deadly the interviewer would go on to other 
topics. 

It is important to remember that many reporters are more interested in a story than in getting at the 
truth . This is particularly true in times when many organizations are downsizing and jobs ate much less 
secure than in the time of Robert Murrow. And a story usually consists of describing local events to 
which the typical unsophisticated reader or viewer can relate. In this sense, the more intelligent FBI 
agents become the more the media may press them on SPECIFIC DETAILS and criticize them on 
SPECIFIC DETAILS because that is the only way they can generate a story acceptable to a largely 
unsophisticated audience. 



May 25, 1993 



Thank you for writing and sharing with the FBI your 
thoughts and observations about the press conferences held 
concerning the standoff with the Branch Davidians ir ( Waco, Texas* 


We appreciate your generosity in furnishing us your analysis for 
possible use in handling future press conferences. You nay be 
sure your letter will be passed along to our Media Services 
personnel. 

Sincerely yours, 

■ r %*- 
[2 Michael F /Knapp 

Inspector-Deputy Chief 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 
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April 21, 1993 


F,B. I* 

9th Street 

Pensylvania Ave. N*W* 

Washington D.C* 20539 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am a senior at Paramount High School* We are having a 
discussion of the tragic ending of the cult in Waco* Texas* There 
are some factors about the incident that we don't understand* I 
would really appreciate it if you would clarify it for me* 

First I would like to know why the Branch dividians were called 
a cult and not a religion* I would like to know what the difference 
is between these two groups. We tried to figure it out* but we 
couldn't reach an agreement* 

Second I would like to know why the F.B.I* was involved and when 
did you get involved* Did the cult commit a crime? I don't remem- 
ber how things got started* so could you please inform me* 

Thankyou for considering my requests * You could send the infor- 
mation to the address above or call me 1 look 

forward to hearing from you* 


Sincerely* 


hit- 
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May 24,- 1993 
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I am writing in response to your letter to the FBI 
asking questions about the standoff situation involving the 
Branch Davidians in J Waco, Texas. 



You asked the difference between a cult and a religion. 
According to the Third College Edition of Webster's Hew World 
Dictionary , the word "cult” refers to "a system of religious 
worship or ritual, a quasi-religious group, often living in a 
colony, with a charismatic leader who indoctrinates members with 
unorthodox or extremist views, practices, or beliefs...." 


Although the Branch Davidians have been classified by 
the media as a cult, the Federal Government's interest in David 
Koresh and his followers was not based on his religious teachings* •" . 
but on information which came to the attention of the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, Department of the Treasury, that 
Mr. Koresh and his followers had violated Federal firearms 
statutes. On February 28th, four Agents of the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms were killed and sixteen were 
injured in a shootout that occurred when they attempted to 
execute an arrest warrant for Koresh and a search warrant at the 
Branch Davidian compound. 
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Shortly thereafter, the FBI, which is an investigative 
-arm of the Department of Justice, initiated an investigation as 


killing or assaulting a Federal Officer falls within our invest i- 
gative responsibility. Our trained negotiators worked very hard 
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and made every effort to bring this standoff to a peaceful 
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resolution without any further loss of lives. The events of 
April 19th were tragic for everyone involved— those who lost 
their lives, their families and friends, and the dedicated law 
enforcement officers who spent a considerable amount of time away 
from their families in unselfish service to our country. 

I hope that I have adequately addressed your questions 
and those of your classmates. 


Sincerely yours. 


to' 7C- 


>\p/<y 



Michael F. Knapp 
Inspector-Deputy Chief 
Office of Public and 


Congressional Affairs 
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April 20, 1993 


FBI 

10 St . Pinnsylvania Ave . 
N.W Washington D.C 20535 



Dear, FBI 


My name is 



’m a 18 year old student 


at Paramount High School. Me and my classmates were discusing 


the mass suicide, in Waco Texas. I heard that these people set 
themselves on fire when you intented to go in to their farm near 
Waco . 

The FBI refered to this group as a "cult". We did not 
understand what you ment by this terra. We would like to know 
the difference in between a cult and a religion. We Also did 

not know why the group was surrounded by the FBI. 

Thank you for your the time you spent on my letter. I 

will be sharing your response, with my classmates. 

Sincerly , 


/ 
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May 24, 1993 



I an writing in response to your letter to the FBI 
asking questions about the standoff situation involving the 
Branch Davidians in J waco, Texas. 


You asked the difference between a cult and a religion. 
According to the Third College Edition of Webster's Mew World 
Dictionary , the word "cult" refers to "a systen of religious 
worship or ritual, a quasi-religious group, often living in a 
colony, with a charismatic leader who indoctrinates members with 
unorthodox or extremist views, practices, or beliefs...." 


Although the Branch Davidians have been classified by 
the media as a cult, the Federal Government's interest in David 
Koresh and his followers was not based on his religious teachings 
but on information which came to the attention of the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, Department of the Treasury, that 
Mr. Koresh and his followers had violated Federal firearms 
statutes. On February 28th, four Agents of the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms were killed and sixteen were 
injured in a shootout that occurred when they attempted to 
execute an arrest warrant for Koresh and a search warrant at the 
Branch Davidian compound. 
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resolution without any further loss of lives. The events of 
April 19th were tragic for everyone involved— those who lost 
their lives, their families and friends, and the dedicated law 
enforcement officers who spent a considerable amount of time 
away from their families in unselfish service to our country. 

I hope that this information adequately addresses your 
questions and those of your classmates. 


Sincerely yours. 




Michael F. Knapp 
Inspector-Deputy Chief 
Office of Public and 
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Mr. Floyd Clarke 
Deputy Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, DC 

Dear Sir, 

Re: Recent Siege - Waco, Texas 

Forgive me for taking this liberty of writing to you. 
Through the medium of satellite television we are fortunate 
enough, to receive American news programs, ABC - CNN etc, in our 
country. And followed the WACO siege these past weeks with some 
interest, as we have never known anything on that scale over 
here. 


I think that when the siege began all those weeks ago, 
it was rather obvious that the episode would sadly end in 
tragedy, and as the weeks wore on it became plain that 
negotiations by your agents were fruitless, and that David Koresh 
wanted a confrontation, violence, and undoubtedly, loss of life 
on both sides, obvious too, that he had such intense control over 
the cult followers, that these people would have followed him to 
hell itself without question. 

And now, after the event, I think it's very unfair that 
your agents come under criticism, it's very easy for anyone with 
the luxury of hindsight, to find fault, and of course offer the 
perfect answers and the 'easy solutions', but I doubt if there is 
a man alive who would have traded places with Special Agent Jeff 
Jamar during these past weeks, when he did a very difficult job 
under extremely frustrating conditions, and must have had to have 
made some very difficult judgement calls, not an enviable task. 

I have nothing but admiration for your officers, who 
though a very frustrating time behaved so professionally, demon- 
strating their discipline and their dedication under pressure. 

Sad, that in an event like this children had to suffer, 
and it makes one wonder what kind of people these cult members 
were, to take innocent children into such a volatile environment. 
When-ever there is a tragedy of this proportion, there is always 
this terrible thing of laying blame, and I hope that when all the 
investigations are complete your bureau will remain unscathed. 


Every good wish, 



ENCLOSURE 


' ViH At £ MAIL. ^ 


May 11, 1993 



It was very encouraging to receive your letter of 
April 23, 1993. We in the FBI are fortunate to have had support, 
not only in our own country but from individuals like you from 
around the world, for our actions in attempting to bring the 
siege in J Waco, Texas, to a peaceful conclusion. 


Your insightful comments are very much appreciated, as 
the FBI, along with representatives from the Department of 
Justice and the U.S. Congress, is attempting to sort out the 
tragic events of April 19, 1993. 


- £ 



The executives at FBI Headquarters are especially proud 
of all of the individuals in Waco who assisted in this effort to 
end the siege. We are especially proud of all of the FBI 
personnel who spent in excess of seven weeks committed to this 
difficult endeavor under the extremely capable leadership of 
Special Agents in Charge Jeff Jamar, Bob Ricks, Dick Swensen and 
Dick Schwein. If hard work and dedication to duty were the only 
ingredients to resolve the Branch Davidian standoff, then the FBI 
would have succeeded easily in achieving that goal. Dedicated 
leadership was also demonstrated by executives and supervisors at 
Headquarters. Our Assistant Director in Charge of Criminal 
estigations, Larry Potts, was tireless in the execution of his 
daties during the 51-day standoff. 


SAC Jeffrey J. Jamar (Enclosure) 
SAC Bob A. Ricks (Enclosure) 

SAC Richard S. Swensen (Enclosure) 
SAC Richard D. Schwein (Enclosure) 
AD L arry Potts (Enclosure) 
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The FBI is very appreciative of people like you who 
recognize the sincere effort put forth by our organization and 
who take the time to provide us the benefit of their thoughts. 

Again thank you very much for your letter and best of 
luck to you and yours. 


Sincerely, 



Floyd I. Clarke 




William J Scions, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
J, Edgar Hoover Building 
Washington, DC 20535 
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Dear Mr. Sessions: j 

1 am writing to inquire about an aspect of the FBI's ongoing project at Waco, Texas, l am under the 
impression that some personnel from the FBI came into the Avis car rental agency m the Dallas' Fait Worth 
metroplex and rented a number of Cadillacs, for use in the Waco area. 

My question to you, sir, is what is the justification tor these personnel to rent these large luxury style 
vehicles, as opposed to renting the sub-compact or compact cars that are normally' authorized to be rented 
by government personnel ? I realize, if this did happen, that these personnel may have needed larger 
vehicles, but did they need Cadillacs? 

1 heard that there were some complaints by customers of Avis t that had actually made reservations for 
Cadillacs and when they showed up to get the vehicles, they were told they were not available because they 
had been rented to the FBI 

I am just concerned, in our tough economic times of today, that the government agencies arc not out 
misusing taxpayer’s money or using it needlessly 

This information came to me as a third party. Therefore, I cannot attest to its accuracy. But, I am a 
concerned citizen and, if this did occur, and was not fully justified, 1 think it bears looking into 
Thank you for your time. 


bb 

bit* 


Sincerely, 
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April 12, 1993 



Your March 17th letter to Director Sessions con- 
cerning allegations that FBI personnel have rented large luxury 
automobiles for use during the hostage situation in .Waco, Texas, 
has been received. We appreciate your giving us an opportunity 
to explain our policy regarding the rental of automobiles. 

I want to assure you that the FBI makes every effort 
to rent the most economical cars available that will fit our 
needs. If Cadillacs were rented, it was done only because no 
other vehicles were available at the time. There was, however, 
no rental of Cadillacs en masse. 
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Sincerely yours. 


/> I 


Danny 0. Coulson 

Deputy Assistant Director 

Criminal Investigative Division 

1 - SAC, San Antonio (PERSONAL ATTENTION) (89B-SA-38851) - 
Enclosure 

- Mr. Coulson (Room 5012) 

- Mr. Evans (Room 5042) 
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The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Room 6555 

The J. L'dgat Hoover Building, 
Washington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Officers, 


//)■■■■ ft 


The "backwards plight of Mr. David Karesh, alias, Jesus 
Christ, am 5 now, Jahwey, or Jahwah, or JAWH, goes back to animal sac- 
rifice, where a goat was tortured by every conceivable sin of the Jews 
of that Old Testament time, and then sent and driven deep into the for- 
est known as a Scapegoat and, now, I perceive that Mr. 

David Karesh is forced to find a Scapegoat and he has certain- 

ly loaded and unloaded his problems on you, in the line of fire, and 
on every concerned mind. 

So, he is blaming you, and you are "expendable" if he 

can manipulate the Outcome "Outcome Education" is in the same 

time- frame. 

You may feel very lonely, as people tend to run, run, 
run, from the opportunity to be a Scapegoat, or "Whipping Boy" in sena- 
torial language. 

The Outcome Education Parents and Teachers, ahould be 
explored at this t ime to ascertain their true motives, as they would 
enforce their God on the government, while schooling themselves in a 
questionable religion, that determines a cult. 

Thank you and Good Luck and God Bless you for your lone- 


ly vigil. 
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SAAC WWII 

e“ r Discharge and Good Conduct Medal 
Unconditional Surrender from Evil Forces. 
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The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
The J . Edgar Hoover Building 
Room 6555 

j10th% and Penn Streets 
Washington, D.C. 20525 
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May 17, 1993 



Your correspondence concerning the former 
standoff at the Branch Davidian compound in v Waco, Texas, has 
been received. Your interest in sharing your views and 
suggestions with us is appreciated. 

Our trained negotiators were, regrettably, unable 
to convince David Koresh to bring this situation to a peaceful 
resolution without further loss of life. The events of 
April 19th were indeed tragic for everyone involved, including 
the dedicated men and women in law enforcement who worked hard 
to preclude this tragedy. 
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Sincerely . yours , 



Michael F. Knapp 
Inspector-Deputy Chief 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 


- SAC, San Antonio - Enclosure 
-‘Mr. Collingwood - (Room 7240) 

- Mr. Coulson - (Room 5012) - Enclosure 
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May 14, 1993 



Thank you for your recent letter. It is very 
gratifying for us in the FBI to know we have support from the 
citizens of this country concerning the way we do our job. Our 
mission is to investigate violations of Federal crime which have 
a direct impact upon the American people. When we hear from 
people like you who take the time to let us know that they 
appreciate the job the FBI is doing, it means a great deal. 
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As you can imagine, every effort was made by the FBI to 
bring the siege at the Branch Davidian compound in^Waco, Texas, 
to a peaceful conclusion. The FBI personnel on scene at Waco and 
at FBI Headquarters worked tirelessly for 51 days to resolve this 
crisis. The review of our performance and critique of our 
efforts are parts of the job that we in the FBI willingly accept. 
However, it is very reassuring and comforting to know that the 
people we are serving, the citizens of the United States, do 
believe that we are making every effort to serve them in the best 
manner possible. 

Thank you again for you kind and reassuring words and 
best of luck to you and yours. 

Sincerely, 

£ 
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SAC Jeffrey J. Jamar (Enclosure) 
SAC Bob A. Ricks (Enclosure) 

SAC Richard s. Swensen (Enclosure) 
SAC Richard D. Schwein (Enclosure) 
AD Larry Potts (Enclosure) 
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May 1 , 1993 


MR. FLOYD CLARKE 

JEW FBI BLDG. POOM 7142 

9TH & PENNSYLVANIA AVE. N.W. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

Dear Mr. Clarke: 

As one who lives just outside the now infamous city of Waco, 
Texas I have watched, from the beginning, the events at the 
Branch Davidian complex unfold. From the first broadcast of 
the tragedy of the BATF agents on the 2Sth of February to the 
shocking end on April 19th, and beyond, I have followed most 
news reports and press briefings. 

This letter is to express my full and complete support for 
all of the law enforcement agencies involved in this ordeal. 
I am glad that I will never have to make the kinds of 
decisions you had to make during those 51 days. I am also 
glad there is someone who has the courage to make the hard 
decisions. Vernon Howell (a.k.a. David Koresh) was a deranged 
individual, made more deranged by the followers he 
victimized. Those children died because of the choices their 
parents made. Everyone I’ve spoken with here agrees with the 
actions the federal government took on April 19th. As an 
op-ed piece in the Waco Tribune-Herald of Thurday, April 22nd 
states "The national news media came in for the final play, 
oblivious to all that had gone on before. So did the ATF and 
FBI. Neither knew the game was already over - that all that 
was left was the final, play. ...Now the media are deeply 
involved in analyzing the final play called by the FBI, as if 
it really affected the final outcome." 

Thanks for being there. 
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May 14, 1993 



Thank you for your supportive letter of May l, 1993. 

The events of February 28, and April 19, 1993, will be long 
remembered by all Americans, but particularly by those in law 
enforcement who were directly involved in the siege at Waco, 
Texas. The decisions made from February 28 through April 19, 
1993, have been reviewed and analyzed by the media and will 
continue to be reviewed and analyzed by members of Congress, and 
certainly by all of us in the FBI and other Federal law enforce- 
ment agencies. It is however, very reassuring to receive letters 
such as yours that espouse the support from the American people 
for whom we work. 


As a citizen of Texas who lives within the Waco area, 
you certainly were effected by the tragedy at the Branch Davidian 
compound. Receiving a letter from someone like you who had 
virtually a first-hand look at the events occurring in Waco, 
"'means af great deal to the FBI. 

Again thank you very much for your kind thoughts and 
N->thank you for taking the time to prepare a letter articulating 
a^your support for us in the FBI. It is very much appreciated. 

Best of luck to you and yours. 


Sincerely, 

At 


Floyd I. Clarke 
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-% - SAC Jeffrey J. Jamar (Enclosure) 

_l - SAC Bob A. Ricks (Enclosure) 

1 - SAC Richard S. Swensen (Enclosure) 

- SAC Richard D. Schwein (Enclosure) 

- AD L arry Potts (Enclosure) 
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March 11, 1993 


Director of Operations 
Bureau Alcohol, Firearms 
and Tobacco 
Treasury Department 
Washington, DC . 


Director of Operations 
Federal Bureau of 
Investigation 
Justice Department 
Washington, DC. 


Gentlemen; 

f ■ . 

As you stand at the crossroads of the Waco stalemate, 
you face a "Win/No Win* situation, and Conservative/ 
Liberal criticism of your operation. 


As each day passes, you are coming closer to the time 
GOD will speak to Koresh. "The day has arrived for 
Davidians to know the end of the earth is here". Now 
you are looking at another Jamestown. 


Unfortunately your expertise deals with weapons of 
death - Guns, Tanks, Explosives. 

There is another solution that has been used since the 
time of Jericho. Any 17 year old can affirm this. 

The answer; high decibil Intensity directional control 
SOUND. 


/ 


With the assistance of a directional sound engineer, 
you would assemble mobil sound batteries with their own 
generators. This would have to be accomplished in the 
utmost secrecy with a total news media blackout. The 
units would be trucked in complete camouflage and placed 
in the early evening. 


Sound transmission to commence at 10 PM and continue 
for one hour, then shut down for one hour, I would 
suggest loud and wild gospel songs. This sould crea- 
tion Iuu3 v u3 Cl* decibil intensity to breek windows. 

At midnite you would re-initiate the activity with, 
,perhaps, a wild Banshee scream or the 1812 overture, 
followed by "Hard Rock" music. / O'&k 

Hleh intensity sounds interrupts the thought proces 
and totally disrupts any sleeping possibilities. 

These multiple units would have to be moved frequently 
to deter being fired upon, from the compould. 




I am sure you have the buildinir plans of the compound 
and know where windows and intake air vents are loc- 
ated, In daylight hours smoke bombs and be used to 





i £ 


David Ians - Wacoe 
Page 2 


block their vision and foul their air. 

You probably say "what a nutty idea." But as you count 
and remove the bodies, you may again say, "wonder if 
this could have worked"? 


Respectfully yours 
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Apri: 15, 1953 



William Sessions 
" U V of thr-- FBI 

Wtichinnt on. DC 


Dear Mr . Sessions, 




Mm it. 


How can you be proud of a government which allows its agents t-; 
uVii.d; vn who are already suffering from sleep deprivation. Your 
1 is not on straight. I hear by demand your immediate resignation. 

Verv truly vours. 
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May 11, 1993 


Mr. William S. Sessions, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington DC 20535 

Dear Director Sessions: 

My schedule doesn’t always permit me to respond to current events in a timely 
manner. As a private citizen, I nonetheless feel, timely or not, it is important to 
voice my support of the FBI’s handling of theAVaco, Texas tragedy. 

The lives of the young people who died in Waco had already been committed (by 
themselves or sadly, by others). To me its just another reminder of how important 
it is to stay close to your family and try to be the best parent and role model you 
can be for today’s youth. 








April 22* 1993 


Director William Sessions 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr* Sessions* 

Just had to write you and express ay appreciation to you and your 
personnel- It is only too often we see headlines vilifying the 
find job you do. It appears we as American’s have gotten to the 
point where we ask you to do the hardest and ugliesv tasks and if 
successful others take credit and if unsuccessful we give you the blame* 

I believe the Waco incident showed the extraordinary patience your 
people possess. 

Please share my appreciation to your people for exemplary efforts* 


// 


Respectfully* 
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MAY 1 9 1993 
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Thank you for your April 22nd letter of support for the 
FBI in its handling of the siege at the Mount Carmel compound in 
//Waco, Texas. 

The FBI relies upon the strong support of the American 
people for what it does, and I appreciate your expression of that 
support and your sharing it with President Clinton as well. 

Sincerely yours, 

• Span 8. Session^ 

William S. Sessions 
Director 


85 

O' 1 a SAC, San Antonio (PERSONAL ATTENTION) 
X ®Mr. Collingwood, Room 7240 


- Enclosure 


NOTE: 


Reply requested by the Director. Bufiles checked. ^ 
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Date 


From: Cflice of Director, Federal Be u of Investigation 
To: Official Indicated Below 




See me 

Note and return 

Prepare reply and return for my signature 

Please handle 

Respond over your signature 

For information 

For your recommendation 

What are the facts? 

Hold 

Remarks: 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

BU IU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO AND FIR! ;MS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20226 


MAR 1 5 1993 


DIRECTOR 


Honorable William S. Sessions 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, DC 2 05 3 5 


Dear Bill 


jL- 

Vntir 


ThanXs for taking the time to express, / your sympathy and 
concern following the tragedy iri^ Waco . At times like these 
we're fortunately able to lay asiclesome of the petty 
jealousies and come together as a law enforcement family. 

I'm especially appreciative of the willingness cf your HRT to 
respond so quickly and professionally, and I know we all hope 
for a peaceful resolution. I'll also be anxious to hear what 
the eligibility requirements might be for the trust funds you 
mentioned. 

Again, Bill thanks for caring, and I'll share your 
condolences with all the men and women of ATF and the 
families of those we lost. 


Sincerely yours 
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Washington. DC. 20535 


Michael F. Knapp 
Office of Public Affairs 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


May 5, 1993 



Your recent communication about the unfortunate ending 


to the standoff with the Branch Davidians in'Waco, Texas, has 
been referred to me for reply. We appreciate your interest in 
sharing your views and observations with us. 


All of us in the FBI share your anguish over the 


needless loss of life, both Agents and Davidians. Unfortunately, 
our trained negotiators were unable to convince David Koresh to 
bring this situation to a peaceful resolution. The events of 
April 19th were tragic for everyone involved — those who lost 
their lives, their families and friends, and the dedicated law 
enforcement officers who have spent time away from their families 
in unselfish service to our country. As we examine our efforts 
in the days and months to come, I believe it will be clear that, 

given the circumstances, the ac^ J ’* * — - 

were responsible and reasonable 


knocked over lanps, started a fire and burned 
them alive. These people were harming no one. 
They did not deserve to die. None of them. 

But for insane, ego-driven * John Wayne 1 
federal behavior, no one, including ATF agents, 
wo i 


came out. You then drove them insane with 
psy-war techniques. Then you attacked them 
with tanks, trapped the people upstairs. 


A well written letter. But wrong. None of 


a crime. You attacked them violently . You 
fired first. We trapped than and surrounded 


these people were ever tried and convicted of 


than with snipers - not a great inducement to 



nivucici r * 

Inspector-Deputy Chief 
Office of Public and 


Congressional Affairs 
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Waco holocaust ^ 

Editor; 

T watched, spellbound, on April 19 as FBI agents 
in National Guard rent-a-tanks used battering rams 
and noxious chemicals on a religious ghetto in 
Waco, Texas. The ghetto had been surrounded with . 
coils of razor wire to assure that no one could get 
out, except to surrender to the authorities in order 
to be placed in a government camp where they 
would be shackled hand and foot for being a "mate- 
rial witness." When the chemicals failed, a convert- 
ed tank with a bulldozer drove into a building 
repeatedly. It is easy to see how kerosene lamps 
and propane tanks could have been knocked over. 

In 10 minutes, the facility was engulfed in 
flames, together with the 95 men, women and chil- 
dren inside. It took only about 45 minutes for the 
entire complex to burn to the ground. It took only • 
about 30 minutes for the Justice Department to 
issue a press release that the ghetto residents had 
started the Are themselves. Incredible. “Uncredi- 
ble." The last object to fall slowly to the ground was 
the ancient flag of the Israelites and their famous 
King David. 

As the bureaucracy performed public opinion 
damage control, CNN switched to its “World News" 
program where I watched the anniversary of the 
uprising of Jews in the Polish ghetto In World War' 

II. In this piece, I saw Nazi storm troopers besieging 
a religious cult by barricading them in with razor 
wire and then, Anally, tearing down the buildings 
and burning them out I watched for the second 
time, frozen in a macabre dqavu, as the flickering 
black-and-white films showed the flag of King 
David slowly falling into the flames. 

And I asked myseir, what’s the difference? 

MARY SZTEKPAK1EWICZ 
Escondido 
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William Sessions, Director FBI 
Dept, of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear William Sessions: 

I know you were in a hard place over the decision to break into the compound afwaco. // 
I'm certain that you regret that decision even more than the average intelligent citizen 
who is farther removed from it 


But ... I have considerable fear that decisions of that type are all too common in the 
United States today. Beyond Jonestown and Libya, Waco reflects back onto Vietnam, 
Panama, the Gulf War and forward to Israel, the Palestinians, Bosnia, and what is 
euphemistically known in Los Angeles as "the uprising." So I feel I must write to you 
and ask you to seriously reconsider what factors motivate decisions like these. 

United States, as a matter of policy, both foreign and domestic, seems inclined not to plan 
ahead - not to take a long view, and analyze and act wisely on problems before they 
reach a crisis. Then, we invariably go in with military force and back frantic people into 
comers - with disastrous results. I suppose it is due to the fact that for a long time we 
have become habituated to trying to solve all social and economic problems with military 
force. Yet, at least ever since Vietnam, the indications have been clear that military force 
does not "work" anymore — if it ever did. We have got to try something beyond it 
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That means we have to recognize that when people get frantic, they do desperate things 
which make their situation worse. If they are pushed to the final extremity they will self- 
destruct in any of a number of ways. Therefore the conclusion should be: Don’t wait to 
do something until people get frantic. Then, if they are frantic, don’t push them into 
comers and then attempt to use military force to solve the problem. 

I’msire this has been "common knowledge" among psychologists, psychiatrists and 
socHfl workers for years. W’hy it docs not filter down to the masses is largely due to the 
fact that, as a nation, we are ourselves frantically trying to preserve our privileged 
position in the world, and are feeling pushed into comers ourselves. We are also hooked 
on violence. We have to be on particular guard against our own destructive tendencies 
before we can wisely deal with others who are likewise disturbed, though perhaps for 

differing reason, 'M03A5-S/& 

In the case of "cults" and "terrorism" we need to be particularly careful because these 
factions have already consigned themselves to death as a last resort. With the likes of 
Koresh, we merely helped him to fuilill his own prophesies of Armageddon, which is the 
logical conclusion of such beliefs. The only reason why the whole world doesn't self- 
destruct immediately is because the people who belief in such myths are far from being in 
1 a majority. 
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It is true that we don't know much about human motivations, about mental health, and 
about death wishes. But we know enough to be more patient and less aggressive, and to 


avoid forcing issues for the sake of saving face, or saving money at the expense of life, 
or "winning" in unpredictable conflict situations. 

Please take these matters into more careful consideration. 1 have every desire to support 
the Ginton administration and help with much needed reforms. But there must be a 
deeper, more realistic way of viewing life and people if we are to succeed. 


Sincerely yours. 



MAILED 16 


20 April 1993 




S/0 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
10th and Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


Dear Sir: 


{p -r 

UtiCU) (Y 


We, the undersigned, wish to express our unqualified support for the manner in 
which the FBI handled the entire Branch Davidian situation which culminated so 
tragically on 19 April 1993. Despite the predictable second-guessing of the news 
media, relatives of Branch Davidians who perished in the fire, and others with 
questionable political agendas, we do not believe the matter could have been 
handled more appropriately. 

Special Agent Ricks, in particular, deserves commendation for his handling of a 
press corps in a feeding frenzy. He did not yield to the severe stress inherent in the 
situation, aid he clearly communicated that the operation had been conducted with 
restraint, with compassion, and with the utmost concern for the safety of Branch 
Davidians and law enforcement personnel alike. As a representative of the FBI, 
Agent Ricks furthered the image of a thoroughly professional law enforcement 
agency. 

We are disturbed, however, by press reports that Attorney General Reno may be 
having second thoughts about her decision to assault the compound on 19 April, 
that she may feel she was mistaken in her order to proceed as planned. We 
fervently hope that this is no more than innuendo and that she will not yield to 
pressure brought to bear by individuals and groups who assuredly do not represent 
the American consensus. Hearing her say, initially and repeatedly, that she 
accepted "full responsibility" for the decision, that "the buck stops here," 
underscored our confidence in her judgment, in her sense of responsibility for her 
office, and in her equal commitment to compassion and justice. We hope that you 

^ will pass these comments to the Office of the Attorney General. We believe Ms. 

Sb Reno to be the best possible selection to fill this critical position, and her thoughtful 

o yetdecisive behavior on this occasion cc 

CM P4 / 


long siege and during that final, tragic day. The true tragedy of this situation lies in 
the fact that it should be perfectly obvious, to all rational people, that your plan 
would have worked with minimal loss of life had David Koresh and his followers not 


|* Again, we would like to express our fan support 
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fun support tor your actions, DOtn curing the 




chosen a fiery suicide-a patently irrational course of action on their part. 
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We sincerely hope that your office and the Office of the Attorney General will remain 
unified in your conviction that your decisions and actions were both prudent and 
just. 






S/o 
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Federal Bureau o f Investigation 

Office of the Director, Director William Sessions 
Ninth Street and Pennsylvania rtve . NW 
Washington, D.C. 20537-9700 

Dear Director Sessions: 

I am a seventh grader from St. Paul Lutheran School in Fort 
Worth, TX. I am writing this letter to tell you how I liked 
what the F.B.I did i n ^Wacg and what I would have done 
differently about the c orri ^ou n d . 

From what I have heard, the people in the compound had 
stories or something about the F.B.I. that could hurt or 
destroy the F.B.I. So you had to let as few people as 
possible get out of the compound so they wouldn't tell 
anyone . 1 also have heard that the people in the compound 

had their chance to leave the compound before the F.B.I came 
in. I think what the F.B.I. did was good, but I would have 
tried to make a deal with the Branch Davidians like if they 
agreed not to tell about the stories, the F.B.I. would not 
try to push and move out the Branch Davidians. If they did 
not agree then I would have gone into the compound tike the 
F .8. I . di d. 

I thank you for reading this letter. I appreciate all you 
have done. Keep up the good work. 



W 




To whom it may concern , • 

^ J/— 

The recent situation in Waco /leaves me concerned. It 
seems to me that the forces were not very organized. 
Everything I have heared and read points to the fact 
that their plans were not concrete enough. For this 
flaw pople paid with their lives. Am I reading things 
incorrectly or is there a problem? If there is a problem 
what will be done about it? 


Sincerely 
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Federal Bureau of Investigations 
Office of Director Sessions 
Ninth St. and Pennsylvania Avenue NUI 
Wash i ngton , D.C. 20573-9700 



Dear Director Sessions: 


My name 
in the 


t s 



seventh grade at 


I am from Fort Worth 
Paul Lutheran School 


Thank you for finally err at ng the cult stand-off. 
that the people i n *jjaco/ are happy it is over. It 
real relief for me to know it is over. 


, TX . I am 
and Church. 

I know 
is al so a 


I think you did the right thing to end it. 1 also know that 
you did not start the fire at the compound near Waco. 






ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

1800 West Freeway 
Fort Worth, Texas 76102 
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April 30, 1993 


Mr. William S. Sessions, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
J. Edgar Hoover Building 
Washington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Director Sessions: (Bill) 

I wish to congratulate you on t|)e manrrs'r in which you 
executed the necessary procedures in the' Wa£oJ incident . There is 
no doubt in my mind that the leader, thinking he was God, planned 
for a suicidal conclusion to his organization. We surely are all 
heavy-hearted in reference to the loss of life , especially the 
children and the ATF personnel. I, also, wish to commend you in 
your patience in waiting fifty-one days before making the 
necessary assault . If I were in your place , I would have used 
the creation scripture of seven days and , if they didn't come 
out , I would have gone in . In watching you on TV the other 
night, I believe your professionalism and intellect shone forth 
under the attacks by the Investigating Committee. Just wanted to 
let you know that we of the New Jersey State Police and the New 
Jersey State Association of Chiefs of Police, supported you 
whole-heartedly. 

Your 


Enel A humble request 
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Dear Bill* 



M 


We have been associated through the 



William S. Sessions, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 





PERSONAL 


may 1 8 1993 



Thank you for your recent letter of strong support for 
the FBI in its handling of the siege at the Mount Carmel Compound 
in^Waco, Texas. The FBI relies upon the support of the American . 
people for what it does, and I very much appreciate your expres- fo 
sion of support and that of the Hew Jersey State Police and the 
Hew Jersey Chiefs as well. 
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am sure he, too, will he glad to learn ol 
should hear from him in th.e»«hear future. 


With warmest regards. 
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Sincerely yours, 
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William S. Sessions 
Director 
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Hr. James Gaines 

Managing Editor 

Time Magazine Letters 

Time & Life Building 

Rockefeller Center 

1271 Avenue of the Americas 

Mew York, New York 10020 

Dear Mr. Gaines: 

Z read with interest in the May 24th edition the 
tally of facsimiles and letters Time received after the tragic 
ending of the standoff in9waco, Texas. Interestingly, the 
results of the analysis of the communications were just the 
opposite from our experience and that reflected in the various 
public opinion polls published in the media after the event. 

The FBI received 660 telephone calls and 554 letters on the 
incident. Approximately 70 percent of those were supportive, 
many focusing on David Koresh as the ultimate cause of the tragic 
outcome. 
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My view is that while this represents support for the 
actions of the FBI, it also reflects strong recognition by the 
American public of the difficult circumstances frequently faced 
by law enforcement and the need to have law and order in our 
society. As I testified to before Congress, no one in the FBI 
is satisfied with the outcome. We are especially saddened by 
the loss of the children who we wanted so desperately to save. 
wSare, however, deeply appreciative of the recognition by the 
public of the difficulties confronting the FBI and other law 
enforcement in combatting violent criminals and of the support 
and cooperation given to us by the public in this critical 
endeavor. I A 

Sincerely' V^urs , 

William S. Sessions 
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The Honorable Janet Reno 

Attorney General of the United States 

Washington , D. C. 


Dear Ms. Attorney General: 

As United States . citizens, we are proud to have a person as 


yourself representing of the people of the United states. 

The recent events in Waco were catastrophic to say the least, and 
we strongly feel that had the press and media reported the facts 
and not shown undue bias that the siege would not have continued 
for fifty one days. 

We strongly feel that the ATF’s actions were warranted, and are 
substantiated by the arsenal currently being uncovered. All of us, 
regardless of beliefs and practices must follow the law of the land 
and be responsible for our own actions. 

Mr. Robert Ricks, the FBI Agent that held the daily news 
conferences is to be commended in displaying outstanding patience 
and fortitude in dealing with the media. The negotiations appeared 
to take it's toll as each day progressed and the last news 
conference held by him was so heart breaking as one could tell that 
this turn of events was so unexpected and so sudden that his 
heartfelt emotions were felt by all who watched and listened. 

With most of us being employed by an organization that is rule 
oriented, and in our particular daily responsibilities are 
accountable to the United States Treasury, we are fully cognizant 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and Treasury's role in the 
day to day problems of this country. 

John Chancellor's editorial comments that the agents were "tired" 
and that issue was a " management problem" was totally uncalled 
for as he quoted numbers and budgets, that the Treasury had no back 
up for this specialized team of agents. This mentality is absurd. 

Ted Koppell's question of you about resigning was totally out of 
place. We have always been an admirer of I” 


Our own Governor, Anne Richards, was noti 

time, being quick to reiterate that this was a *FBI operation and 
the State had no input. This was most disappointing to many of us 
who voted for and hold her in the utmost esteem. Now that the 
Texas Rangers have a direct responsibility, and report to Ms. 
Richards, we are anxiously awaiting her responses. 
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Page 2 


The manner in which you responded to and continue to respond to the 
press and media is honest, forthright and "no holds barred", and is 
a welcome change from most of our government officials. There is 
no hesitation on your part on your answers or comments, but we 
cannot say the same for our President, Mr. Clinton and the 
Secretary of the Treasury,. Lloyd Bentsen had to wait to see which 
way the wind was blowing before any comments were made. For Mr. 
Bentsen, an ex- Senator from this state, to wait four days before 
coming forward is inexcusable. 


As quoted in our local newspaper, Harry S. Truman said "The buck 
stops here" but he didn't wait 24 hours to see which way the wind 
was blowing as did Mr. Clinton and most of our Congressional 
Representatives. Now everyone has an opinion and is quite willing 
for the press to cover their respective comments, especially when 
they are of a negative nature. 


In closing, this letter is to support you in your endeavors and to 
let you know "we are proud of you". 
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cc: 


The President 
William Jefferson Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20501 

The Honorable Lloyd Bentson 
Secretary of the Treasury 
Treasury Building 
Washington, D. C. 20535 

,/The Honorable William Sessions 

Director of Federal Bureau of Investigation 

10th and Pennsylvania Avenue 

Washington, D. C. 20535 with enclosure iX" 

The Honorable Ann Richards 
Governor of the State of Texas 
Capitol Building 
Austin, Tx 78701 

Mr. Robert Ricks 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

50 Penn Place 
Oklahoma City, Ok. 73118 

Mr. Jeffrey Jamar 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

615 East Houston 

San Antonio, Tx 78205 

American Broadcasting Corporation 

47 West 66th Street 

New York City, NY 10023 

Capital Broadcasting Corporation 

51 West 52nd Street 
New York, NY 10019 

National Broadcasting Corporation 
30 Rockefellow Plaza 
New York, NY 10020 

Cable. News Network 
One CNN center 
P. 0. Box 105366 
Atlanta, Ga 30348 


April 27, 1993 


Mr. Robert Ricks 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Oklahoma City Bureau 
Oklahoma City, Texas 


Dear Mr. Ricks: 

Having been an avid listener to your daily media reports from Waco, 
Texas, we are impressed beyond words with the manner in which you 
held your news conferences and the immense pressure you and your 
fellow agents must have been under. No one from the outside can 
possibly comprehend how the last fifty one days have affected your 
organization, your families and most of all, yourself. 

Our media and news reporters in almost every instance, were a 
constant embarrassment to us and some wonder how they ever passed 
Journalism 101. Professional etiquette must not be in their 
vocabulary. 

The decision to proceed was supported in this city with a 93% 
approval rating and there will always be nay sayers, extreme 
liberals, and someone looking for a cause to second guess decisions 
and play Monday morning quarterbacks. 

The events in Waco were catastrophic and God willing, we will not 
see anything of this nature again. 

We must support our local, state and federal agencies if we are to 
survive as a nation, a nation with laws and the people like 
yourself and your associates to deal with madmen, bombers, and the 
like. 

We are impressed with Attorney General Reno’s reactions and 
attached is a copy of a letter sent to her. 
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Thank you for your thoughtfulness in providing me 
copies of your April 27th letters to Attorney General Reno and 
Special Agent in Charge Bob Ricks, expressing support for the FBI 
in its handling of the siege at the Mount Carmel Compound in 
Waco, Texas. 


The FBI relies upon the support of the American people 
for what it does, and I appreciate your expression of that 
support. 


Please also express my gratitude to the others who 
signed your letter to the Attorney General. 
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Sincerely yours, . 

William S. Sessions 

_ William S. Sessions 

g Director 

1 - SAC, San Antonio (PERSONAL ATTENTION) - Enclosures (2) 

1 - SAC, Oklahoma City (PERSONAL ATTENTION) - Enclosures (2) 
1 - Mr. Collingwood, Room 7240 
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# Wichita Crime Commission, In# 



Bobby f. Stool 

President 316-267-1235 


OFFICERS 
Chakra cA Bern* 

JOE 6. WOOOflEU, JR 

JOHN 6. TANGE MAN 
PwiMEWet 
DON R ELLOTT 
Vfc*PfWMS*rt 

BENJAMIN L. 3UFK3ES3 
S«cr«Ofy 
RONALD D* RYAN 
Timiuw 

CHARLES S. EVENSQN 
M*nt*r at l*r$m 
JACK RUSSELL 


April 22, 1993 


ChafrTWi of Arinvuloo* 
DALE V, HEED 


William S. Sessions, Director 
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«. CLARK BASTtAN 
DUANE J. BUCKLEY 
BENJAMIN L BURGESS, JR 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, DC 20535 

Dear Director Sessions: ■ , 

On behalf of the Wichita Crime Commission, which is dedicated to the 
prevention of crime and enforcement of criminal laws, I want to express our 
strong support for you and agents of the FBI in the decision to end the hold 
out of the Davidian Cult We share in the remorse of the death of the children. 
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but recognize innocent bystanders cannot always be saved. It is unfortunate 
many people lose sight of the fact, persons inside the compound were 
responsible for the deaths of four federal agents and had to be brought to 
justice. 


Apparently die second guessing self appointed experts and Monday 
morning quarterbacks were conveniently in hiding when all the difficult 
decisions had to be made. We are in total agreement with you in your 
assessment that "Enough was enough." 
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cc: Mr. Don K. Pettus, SAC - FBI Kansas City, MO 

Ms. Janet Reno, U.S. Attorney General 
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125 N. Market, Suite 1115 - Wichita, Kansas 67202 
Defeated to the prevention of crime and the enforcement of criminal law*. 
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Mr. j ohn E. Tangeman 
President 
Wichita Crime Commission, 
Suite 1115 
125 North Market 
Wichita, Kansas 67202 


Inc. 


Dear Mr. Tangeman: 


Many thanks to you and to the Wichita Crime Commission 
for your strong support in your April 22nd letter for the FBI's 
handling of the siege at the Mount Carmel Compound in 'Waco, 
Texas. 


t We rely upon the support of the American people and 
the law enforcement community, and, on behalf of the FBI, I 
want to express appreciation to you and the other members of 
the Commission for your expression of support. 
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- SAC, San Antonio 

- SAC, Kansas City 

- Mr. Collingwood, 


Sincerely yours, 

William $. Sessions 

William S. Sessions 
Director 
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NOTE: Above reply requested by the Director. No record in 
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March 18, 1993 


Director William Sessions 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
J. Edgar Hoover Building, Rm. 7176 
Washington, DC 20535 


Dear Mr. Sessions: 
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I am given to understand that the FBI, through its Alexandria 
Bureau, is currently conducting an investigation of the Cult 
Awareness Network. 


Recent events in Waco give special urgency to such an 
investigation. 


Several people associated with the Cult Awareness Network have a 
long history of involvement with deprograming and other illegal 
methods of depriving people of their first amendment rights. 

I understand that Cult Awareness Network people were involved in 
activities that preceeded the tragic events in Waco. 

If such an investigation is in fact in process, I encourage you to 
give it the full support of your office. If no such investigation 
is presently underway, I urge you to institute one. 


For the past fifteen years I have studied minority religious 
movements as a part of my academic research and teaching. It is my 
professional opinion that a thorough investigation of the Cult 
Awareness Network is long overdue. There are many scholars, in a 
number of universities throughout the country, who make this 
material an object of their scholarly work. I hope you will take 
advantage of that wealth of documented information in your 
investigation. 


Thank you for your careful consideration. 
Sineertlii fog- 








Bellingham, Washington 98225-5996 □ (206) 676-3000 
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May 26 , 1993 



Your March 18th communication to Director Sessions has 
been referred to me for response. 

I share his appreciation for your interest in making 
your views known and want to thank you for your suggestion. 
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Sincerely yours, 

I71PK p 

Michael F. Knapp 
Inspector-Deputy Chief 
Office of Public and 
Congressional Affairs 



